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right of another member by calling the previous 
question, if that is to be construed as cutting off the 
demand for the consideration. So far as the pre- 
vious question preciuded debate upon the resolu- 
tion itself, it was no violation of the rights of any 
other member to permit the mover to cali the pre- 
yious question, because, under any view of the 
case, he would be entitled to the floor to make this 
demand, before another could get it to debate the 
main question. And here, too, he was sustained 
by a previous decision of his predecessor: “At the 
third session of the Twenty-fifth Congress, Mr. 
Grant of New York moved a resolution, and de- 
manded the previous question, when objection to 
the constderation of the said resolution being made, 
it was laid on the table, under the rale.’’—lHouse 
Journal, page 398. 

This resolution wou'd, therefore, lie over. 

Mr. SMITH appealed from that decision, and 
on that appeal moved the previous question. 

Here much confusion arose, from many mem- 
bers attempting to speak at once; and it was some 
moments before order could be res‘ored. 

The SPEAKER said the appeal was not de- 
batable. = 

Mr. PROFFIT asked whether, in case the reso- 
lution should be entertained, and debate arouse, 
it would not necessarily lie over. He gave notice 
that he objected to it 

The SPEAKER said it would be qnite time 














_ enough, when the question on the appeal should 









have been decided. 

Mr. BANKS desire 1 the CLerk to read the rule 
which related to notice of resolutions; which was 
read accordingly. 

Mr. SMITH repeated his call for the previous 
question on the appeal, which was seconded, and 
the main question being ordered, the question 
“Shall the decision of the Cuair stand?” was de- 
cided im the negative—yeas 94, nays 115. 

The previous question moved by Mr. SMITH, 
when he submitted the resolution, was then se- 
conded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put— 
y:as 119, nays 83, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirné, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, A. G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H.Builer, William O. Butler, By- 
num, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Cuapman, Ciifford, Coles, Col- 
guitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Duig, Droom- 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hol- 
leman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim,Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mootgomery, Samue! W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Ed 
ward er James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, 
Pulp F Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. 
D, Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
Lams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—l19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Aniirews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Clark, 
James Cooper, Crabb, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, iliam 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Pope, 
Proffit, Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway,.Russell, Saltonstall, 
Slade, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, W. Thoinpson. Tilling: 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, p. J. Wagner, 
E. D. White, JohnWhite, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
J.L. Williams, and Christopher Williams—83, 


The main question on the adoption of the reso- 
lution was then put, and decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 119, nays 87, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers.H. J. Anderson, JohnW. Allen, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, AaronV, Brown, A'bert 
G. Brewn, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, 
Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Cnapman, Clifford, Colquitt, 
Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, J. W. Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Diomgoole, 

Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gal- 
Ken tat » Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Join Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hill of’ North ‘Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hop- 
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kins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnsen, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kem- 
ble, Kifle, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellau, McCulloh, McKay, Matlory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New- 
hard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Pioffit, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward 
Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Sieenrod, 
Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, P. F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller,Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliiams, 
and Worthington—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Jas. Cooper, Crabb, 
Crockett, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, James 
Garland, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Grinneil, Haversham, Hall, William 8S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, tfunt, James, Charles Johnston, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, Pope, Ran- 
dall, Randolpn, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, 
Underwood, Peter J. Wagener, Warren, Edward D. White, 
John White, Thomas W Williams, Lewis Williams, Jos. L. 
Williams, and C. H, Williams—8&7. 

So the resolution was adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the one hundred and 
twenty-seventh rule of the House, as is in the fol- 
lowing words: “nor shall any rule be suspended, 
except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present,” be, and hereby is so far rescinded 
and changed, that the House may, at any time, by 
a vote of the majority of the members present, sus- 
pend the- rules and orders of the House, for the 
purpose of going into Committee of the Whole on 
the State cf the Union. 

Mr. PROFFIT then claimed the flocr for the 
purpose of moving a reconsideration of the vote 
which had just been tak: n. 

Some altercation here ensued between Messrs. 
Prorrit and Suir as to their right of the floor, 
which resulted in the Speaker awarding it to Mr. 
Prorrir. 

Mr. SMITH appealed from this decision. 

Mr. OGLE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER cailed for the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which having been ordered, were— 
yeas 85, nays 117. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said, for the purpose of 
saving the time of the House, he would withdraw 
the appeal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN here rose from his seat and 
said he would aver that the gentleman from Indi- 
ana (Mr. Prorrit] was not in his seat when the 
result of the vote was announced by the Cuaarr. 
He was standing up many minutes before he asked 
the floor. Therefore, according to the rule, he 
was noientitled to the floor; but Mr. P. cone'uded 
that he was entitled to the floor, having risen from 
h's place. 

The CHAIR said he had recognised the gentle- 
man from Indiana; and the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Petrixin] could not be entit!ed to 
the floor, unless he took an appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Cratr, and the House reversed the de- 
cis‘on, 

Mr. PETRIKIN did not press his right to the 
floor. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he wished to debate the mo- 
tion to reconsider; and was about to proceed, 
when 

Mr. BELL objected to his proceeding at that 
time, and founded his objection on the 224 rule, 
which rule prescribes that, on resolution day, such 
resolutions as excite debate mast lie over. 

_ The CHAIR said the question of reconsidera- 
tlon was a privileged question, and takes prece- 
dence over al! other rules: therefore, the gentieman 


from Indiana (Mr. Prorrit] could proceed in his re- 
e 


marks, 


Mr. PROFFIT then spoke at some length of the 
tyranny of subjecting a minority to be governed 
by a rule which gives it into the power of a majo- 
rity {0 pass to any matter of legislation they 
pleased. He argued that it was unconstitutional 
in principle, and that it would deprive the mmmority 
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of that protection which the Constitution had pe- 
culiariy guarantied to it, and which had scrupu- 
lously been provided for. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he was willing the 
gentleman from Indiana should have all the benefit 
be could cerive from his extraordinary speech. He 
would notdispuare such laurels with him. All he 
had to say was, that it was evident no good could 
arise from prolonging debate in the present excited 
state of the House. It would be obvious that the 
sooner the debate was ended the better. He would, 
therefore, conclude by moving the previous ques- 
tion; which received a second, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered, 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, which was, “Shall the vote on 
the adoption of the resolution be reconsidered?” 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, were— 
yeas 89, nays 116. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the House 
adjourn, but withdrew the motion at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. CUSHING, who asked the general consent 
of the House to have the joint resolution of the 
Senate relating to the Imaun of Muscat, referred;to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations; but 

Mr. STANLY objected to the reference; and 
then, on his motion, 

The House, at 8 o’clock, p. m. adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, June 2, 1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the cre- 
dentials of the Honorable Japnz W. Huntincron, 
elected by the Legislature of Connecticut, a Sena- 
tor of that State forthe unexpired portion of the 
term of six years, commencing on the fourth of 
March, 1839. . 

Mr. HUNTINGTON appeared, was qualified, 
and took his seat. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Gen. Duncan L, Clinch, reported the same with 
an amendment. | 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of James C. 
Reynolds, late postmaster at Reynoldsburg, Ohio, 
stating that he was removed without cause, and 
asking Congressional action thereon; and afier a 
debate in which Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, AL- 
LEN, and CRITTENDEN participated, its farther 
consideration was postponed until to-morrow. 

SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United Siates. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Cray 
of Alabama, to strike out ail relating to banks and 
corporations— * 

Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senate at length, 
and in a very forcible argument advocated the mo- 
tion, and declared his opposition also to the remain- 
ing portions of the bill—the volantary part—as be- 
ing, in fact, an insolvent law, which Congress had 
no constitutioual power to pass; and the compulsory 


part as inexpedient, because of the destructive : 


effect on the debtor portion of the community in the 
present disordered state of the currency. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Cray's 
motion, it was agreed to—ayes 28, noes 16, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentcky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Huntington, Hen- 
derson, King, Kaight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith‘of Indiana, Southard,Tallmadge, 
and Webster—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
naa, Grundy, Hubbard, Pierce, Roane, Smith of 
Connecticut, Rannaey waeie Walker, 

all, Williams, an t—16. : 
WM. CRITTENDEN now moved to refer the bill 
'o @ select committee. 
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Mr. WEB3TER spoke briefly in favor of this | 


moton, in order that the compulsory clause might 
be modified before the final vote apon it. 

Mr. GRUNDY and Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 
spoke in favor of first taking the question on the 
almicsion of the prine:ple ef compulsion at all into 

ve bill; and atter some further remarks, Mr. 
CLAY of Kentucky moved to strike out the 18th 
section, being the compulsory clause. 

Mr WRIGHT intimating a wish to make some 
remarks on the subject before the vote was taken, 

Phe Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, June 2, 1840. 
BELL and DAVIES of Pennsylvania 
mode some remarks in reference to amending the 
irnal; and the latter made a motioa to change 
e phraseology of a part of the record; which was 
agreed to by the House. 
Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina rose for 
> purpess of asking the general consent of the 
}louse to submit a motion, that the House would 
then resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
n the state of the Union, to take up the bill for 
ra sing sixteen hundred treops for the protection of 
Ile was satisfied that the discussion on 
be bill would not take up more than this day. 
Mr. GR\VES hoped the House would not con- 
nt to the motion; and after some suggestions, 
Mr. THOMPSON said he would not press the 
ym until atier the expiration of the morning 
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The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order during the morning hour was the mo- 
n of the geotleman from New Jersey, (Mr. 
itaNDOLPH,] fo recommit to the Committee on Com- 
i ree the bill reported from the committee by the 
nteman from Maryland, (Mr. Hitven,] to ie- 
peal the law regulating pilots. 

Mr. CURTIS, who was entitled to the floor, 

umedthat the motion to recommit opened for 
discussion the whole merits of the quest.on. He 

ired to discuss the question in that way; and as 
he believed “that it would be debated during the 
norning hour for two days, and as many of the 
anding committees were anxious to report, he 
would suggest that the further consideration of the 
ibject be laid over tll to-morrow morning, for the 
purpose of receiving reports of committees; to 
which suggestion the House yielded. 

Mr. GRAVES inquired of the chairman of the 
‘ommitiee on Commerce [Mr. Curtis] when a bill 

wld be reported (in pursuance of the recom- 
endations made by the President and Secretary 
of War) making appropriations to pay for sites se- 
‘ected by the board eppointed for that purpose, for 
the building of Marine Hospitals in the West. 

Mr. CURTIS entered into some explanations in 
regard to the condition of this question before the 
ommiitee, and from which it appeared that the de- 

y in the action of the committee arose from the 
coofl.cting claims of Wheeling and Pittsburg, and 

e conflicting reports in relation thereto. [The 

t of 1837 authorized the purchase of seven sites; 

x of them were accordingly selected; and the 

iffieulty is, as to the seventh, whether Wheeling 
or Pitsburg shall be fired upon. 

Mr. GRAVES urged the propriety of reporting 
: bill as to the six selected sites, leaving the dis- 
pute done to be acted on hereafter. 

Mr. MORGAN of New York spoke of the in- 
jastice done to one of his constituents, who had 
made a contract with the Government for the sale 

land in Pittsburg for thesite of one of these 
hospitals, but who was kept out of his money. 

Mr. BIDDLE rose; but 

The SPEAKER remarked that there was no 
juestion before the House, and discussion was ir- 
reguiar. 

Mr. BIDDLE moved a suspension of the rules, 
to enable him to say a word on the subject; which 
bemg accorded by a vote of two-thirds, he declared 


~ 


was not his purpose to enter upon any contest as | 


‘othe comparative claims of Pittsburg and Wheel- 
ing, to do so in the House now, could Jead to no 
useful purpose, and would only tend to shift re- 
sponsibility from the proper quarter. ‘The act of 
1037 had rendered it the duty of the President to 
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make the selection. Mr. B. was unwilling the 
committee should be goaded into premature action. 
A communication from the Executive, he had rea- 
son to believe, would be made to the committee. 
He entertained a deep conviction that there had 
been great and inexcusable delay in the Execu'ive 
action. The course which the Executive had now 
tardily taken, at the close of the session, even sup- 
posing it at all necessary to a just decision, might 
have been taken, and ought to have been taken, 
six months ago—yes, long before the present ses- 
sion commenced, when the report of the second 
Board of Sargeons reached the President. -But he 
wuld not draw the subject from where the respon- 
sibility properly lay. The West wou.d ho'd the 
President ultimately to a strict account. 

Mr. STEENROD said he must ask the indal- 
gence of the House to enable hm to make a few 
remarks in reply to the gentleman from Pennsy!'va- 
nia, [Mr. Bippe,] on this subject. It was trae, he 
said, that another board of commissioners ha} 
beea ordered by the proper authority to ascertain 
which of these two po'nts, Pittsburg or Wheeling, 
was the proper and appropriate place for the Ma- 
rine Hospital. And itis true that the appropria- 
tion must be suspended for these improvements, 
until the further action and return of this board. 
But with what propriety or justice could the hono- 
rable gentleman from Pennsylvania |Mr. Bippie} 
charge this consequent delay on the President? 
How, said he, could any censure or improper im- 
putation be justly cast on the President? The law 
of 1837 imposed 01 the President the select.ng of 
the respective sites for the hospitals ordered to be 
established on the Western wa'ers by the law. Ia 
pursuance of this law, they authorized a board to 
be appointed by the President, which board selected 
and contracted for the site at Wheeling: so far ‘he 
President was not unmindfal of his duty, nor was 
he tardy in discharging it. But what was the course 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bippve,} 
or those whom he so ably represents. This decision 
of the board was then challenged, the President was 
remonstrated with, and his authority invited to in- 
terpose, and to give the constituents of the honora- 
ble gentlemen another hearing, that their claims 
might again be presented for consideration. They 
petitioned that another board might be appointed. 
This was granted. For this delay—for this con- 
cession to meet the request of the gentleman, or 
petition of his constituents, of course he will not 
complain, or censure the President. It mus! then 
be the caus? of the recent delay. The o’her 
board of commissioners, appointed on the remon- 
strance of tne gentleman, (Mr. Bippie) or his 
constituents, selected and recommende! Pittsburg 
as the proper and appropriate place. Mr. 8S. said 
that it was thea rendered his duty to interpose and 
petition the President, and present to his considera- 
tion such reasons as, in justice to those he repre- 
sented, might induce him to appoint another board, 
whose decision should be final on the sabject. If, 
then, there has been unusual delay in concluding 
this matter, the blame mus! rest on others, but cer- 
tainly not on the Presiden!. 

The SPEAKER called the committees for re- 
ports; when 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com 
merce, reported back to the House, with an amend- 
ment, Senate bil! entitled an act to refund to Noah 
Miller and others a part of the proceeds of the sale 
of the British sloop Mary and cargo, which were 
captured by them, and libelled by them for the 
benefit of the United Sates; which bill and amend- 
ment were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill making appropriations for the erection 
of a custom-house in the city of Richmond, in the 
Siate of Virginia; which was read twice, and, 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and the bill ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CURTIS also reported from the same com- 
mittee a bill to establish a port of entry at St. Jo- 
seph’s, in the State of Florida; which was read 
twice, and cominitted to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the com- 









pletion of the marine hospital at Mobile, and fur. 
nishing the same; which was read twice, and refer. 
red to the Committee of the Whole, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, renort. 
ela biilfor the protection of the commerce on 
Lake Michigan; which was read twice, and com. 
mitted to the Commiitee of the Whole, and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. BURKE, from the same committee, reported 
back to the House without amendment, Senate bij! 
entitled an act for the relief of Jacob Parnell and 
others, owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; which 
was commitied to the Committee of the~ Whole, 
and made the order of the lay for to-morrow. 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on the Pab. 
lic Lands, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled an act to autho- 
rize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and per- 
fect tiles to certain lands therein described, and to 
setile the claims to the vacant and wnappropriated 
lands within the same, passed 18:h April, 1836. 

Mr. C. moved that the bill be read the third 
time, and be put upon its engrossment. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved the commitment 
of the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CROCKETT hoped that this bill would not 
be permitted to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole; bat that it would be read the third time, as 
proposed by the gentleman from Michigan, and put 
upon its passage. The bill had been bef re Con- 
gress for twelve years, ahd had been frequently re- 
ported upon favorably. It had received the sanc- 
tion of the three or four standing committees of the 
Senate, and three committees of the House of Re- 
presentatives. He hoped if it was the desire of 
any gentleman to examine the bill, that they wou'd 
permit it to lie on the Speaker's table, and take 
occasion to examine it there; but if there was no 
objection, he weu'd be glad if the bill would be 
pul upon its passage, and to effect that object, aad 
if in order, he wou'd move the previous question 
on the motion of the gentleman from Michigan 
{Mr. Crary] for the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS objected to such a course. 
It wasa very important bill, and hoped that it 
would be referred to the Comm: ttee of the Whole. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some remarks 
explanatory of the principles ef the bill, and urged 
its immediate passage. 

{The motion for the previous question operating 
on the motion to commit, and Bot on its passage of 
the bill, it was not pressed 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON urged the prepriety of 
committing the bill. He regarded the bill as the 
first step towards the surrender of the whole public 
domain. It was a bill of the utmost importance, 
and should have full investigation. It was a mea- 
sure involving a question of revenue, andthe rights 
of all the States. He believed there was some- 
thing wrong in the biil, otherwise the friends of it 
wouid not wish to press it through in such a hur- 
riei manner, 

Mr. CRARY considered the motion of reference 
as tantamount to a motion for rejection. It was 
evident that the Committee of the Whole oa the 
state of the Union had very much abused its privi- 
leges. Wehad already spent a month of the ses- 
sion in the discussion of one bill in that commitice. 
It was a place where debate was almost intermina- 
ble. It took from the majority all their power and 
gave it into the hands of a few individuals. If 
this bill went to that committee, it would not be 
considered thie session. We had bills enough 
there already to occupy our time tll August, and 
we had yet other bills to refer, that should receive 
consideration. By referring the bill before us, the 
whole question of the public lands will come 
under discussion. We shall have speeches on the 
right of pre-emption, on the subject of graduation 
aud distribution, and all these on a bill that does 
not involve the principles of either of those great 
measures. 

This biil proposes to do for the State of Tennes. 
see what should have been done long ago. In 
that State we have had public lands for near fifty 
years, but we had never surveyed them, had never 
sold an acre of them, and we never would. Such 
was their situation that it was no object to survey 
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them. This bill proposed giving the control of 
them to the State on ceriain conditions, too onerous 
to the Stale, it was true, but such as she was willing 
to accept. He would have willingly given conti- 
tions more favorable, but he had yielded to the 
wishes of others, in the hopes that the present bill 
would meet with approval from all sides of the 
House. 

He repudiated the insinuation of the gentleman 
than from Maryland (Mr. Jonnson] He 
did not wish to take any advantage of those 
who were opposed to the bill. He oalz desired 
action, and action was the duty of the House. The 
new States have nothing to gain by voting for this 
measure. Their interests were to be promoted by 
keeping the State of Tennessee in her present 
vassalage, until they were able to effecta cession 
of the lands of the Governmen: within their owa 
borders. The passage of this bill will soon place 
Tennessee at the side of the old States. Reject it, 
and her interests and feelings must remain with 
the new. He should vote for the bill, not from any 
motives of policy which governed his views in 
regard to the public lands, but because its passage 
was due to a sovereign State of this Union. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky spoke of the political 
organization of the Committee on the Pubitic 
Lands. It stood four and four when this question 
was before it; but the billhad received the unani- 
mous sanction of that commiitee. ‘The bill was 
not intended as an inroad on the public domain, 
as was stated by the gentieman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Jounson.] Mr. W. spoke of bis scrupulous 
regard for the protection of the public domain. He 
had always opposed any inroad upon it; and re- 
ferred to his past course in proof of that fact. He 
said that this bill was a measure of protection; a 
measure to preserve that domain; and he believed 
if the character of it was understood by the gentle- 
man from Maryland, (Mr. Jounson,] and if he was 
to take a statesman-like view of the subject, he 

would vote for the bill. He adverted to the great 
injustice which had been done the State of Tennes- 
see by the course which the National Government 
had practised towards it, Whi-st the lands of all the 
other States and Territorivs had been surveyed by 
the United States, and brought into the market, the 
State of Tennessee had been patiently waiting for 
more than fifty years, either to have the land sur- 
veyed and brought into market, o- to relinquish it 
to her, that she might survey it herself. But that 
State had been compelled to witness the cream of 
the land picked out by the Siate of North Carolina, 
to locate her military land warrants—pcixed out 
not by quarte™ sections, but by acres. He thought 
it a measure of great hardship to Tennessee. Tie 
Government had never surveyed the land, and it 
will never dare risk the expense of a survey; this 
bill should pass as a matter of right and of justice. 
The lands were worth nothing to the Goverament, 
and should be given up to the State ‘of Tennessee. 
The bill did not involve an expenditure of mo- 
ney, and he hoped it would not be committed. 

After a few remarks by Mr. JOHNSON of Ma- 
ryland, in reply to Mr. Waitr, Mr. CRABB 
was understood to say that this bill differed very 
little from the graduation bill. He was not 
distinetly heard, bat was understood to be opposed 
to this bill. 


Mr. WHITE of Kentucky said the protection of 
the public domain was a measure near and dear to 
his heart. This was a measure of protection. 
The bill had been already discussecf reely at other 
times, and had cost the Government more than 
$100,000 by such discussion. He hoped it would 
not be committed. The morning hour having ex- 
pired, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved 
to amend that motion, so that the House go into 
committee on the bill to raise troops for the protee- 
ton of Florida. 


_ The CHAIR suggested that if the House went 
into committee, a majority could take it up. 

Joint resolation of the Senate, authorizing the 
President to receive the presents from ,the Imaum 
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of Muscat ani the Emperor of Morocco, having || 





been read twice, was, i 


Commiitre on Foreign Affairs. 


make it. 


the committee at mach length in favor of the bill, 
and in reply to the several objections urged against 
it. He contrasted the benefits which 
from this measure with the injurious effects of the 
deposiie system, and showed that it was impossible || 
to suggest a more safe, convenient, and constitu- 
tional mode of keeping the public money. 
Ulastrating and establishing his positions with na- 
merous references to facts, he proceeded to show 
the fallacy of the charge that the Government was 
distinct from the people, 
could never be the case. 
nature of things for the people to be separate from 
the Government. Their interests were inseparable, 
and always were and won!d continue 
He then drew a glowing pictare of the fatal con- 
sequences which won!d resuit in case of a war, if 
Government had its 
banks, 


to assert that it would pass. 
ple, and constitutional measure, and would impart 
into the currency health, by infnsiog into it more 
gold and silver. 
to meet the condition of the country, and if it did 
not meet the approbation of the Opposition, he 
challenged them to bring forward their plan. What 
better plan than this have the Opposition; what 
measure have they to present to the country? Echo 
answers, where? 
the President for not reheving the country by a 
proper measure, an they will not suggest that || 
better measure, as one antagonistical to this. 
Bank of the 
State dceposite banks have been 
failed. 1} 
only safe, just, and constitutional measure which || 
the President could recommend. 1] 
into an analysis of the bill, and commented on its || 
different provisions, showing that it fully accorded 
with the position he assumed above. The bill pro- 
hibited the loaning or using of the public money. 
it was the loaning and using of the public moneys 
that created all the ruin of which the Opposition 
nov complain. 


matters in connection with this bill, which remarks | 


will be hereafier given in full, as early as conve- 
nient. 


took a recess until 4 o’clock. * 








On motion of Mr. CUSHING, referred to the || 


Other Senate bills were read twice, and appropri- 


ately referred. 


Mr. THOMPSON movei that the House resolve 


The CHAIR suggested that if the gentleman 


made that specific motion, it would take two- 
thirds, 


Mr. THOMPSON then said he would not®)| 


ae ae 
The House then resolved itself into Commitice of || 


the Whole, (Mr. Banks in the chair,) and took up || 
the 1] 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
Mr. LEET, being entitled to the floor, addressed 


would arise 


After 


He contended that such 
It was against the very 


the same. 


fuuds in the hands of the 


The bill, he said, should pass, and he ventured 
It was a plain, sim- 


If this was notthe best measure 


We have heard them reproach 


The 
Jnited States has been tried—ithe 
tried—all have 
The Independent Treasury, then, is the 


Mr. L. then went 


Mr. L. also adverted to a variety of other 


Mr. BROCK WAY had just entered upon an ar- 


gument in opposition to the bill, | 
When the usual hour having arrived, the House | 


EVENING SESSION. 
The House resumed its session at 4 o’clock. 


Mr. BROCK WAY denounced the bill as calen= || 


lated to blight the prosperity of the whole country. 
He was confident it would blast and wither the in- | 
terests of the New England States. It would bring 
ruin upon the manufacturer, and reduce the labor- 
ing man to starvation. Ia fact it was impossible 
to foresee the extent of the disastrous conse- 
qnences which must result from the adoption of 
the measure. Mr. B. then examined the biil in 
detail, and contended, among other matters, that | 
under its operation every deputy postmaster would 
be a Sub-Treasurer, etc. and contended that the 
bank deposite system was the safest one, etc. ; 
Mr, said: Mr, Chairman, there is 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the Siate of || 
the Union, on the bill to raise troops for the pro- 
tection of Florida. 
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probably nota member of this committee, whose 
views were not fully known upon the bill now 
under consideration, previous to his election. In 
many instances the opigions entertained in re- 
gard to the measure, were made the touch- 
stone by which the political faith of gentlemen 
was tesie!l; and upon those opinions depended 
their election or rejection by the people. For one, 
I should have been perfectly willing to have given 
my vote in favor of the bill, without the least dis- 
cussion from either side of the House; but, inas- 
much as it has been, and from present appearances, 
is to be, very fully discussed, 1 desire to state some 
of the reasons which have operated to form my 
opinion in regard to it. 

That the good faith of the Government must be 
kept in meeting promptly and satisfactorily all pe- 
caniary demands upon it, cannot be questioned by 
any one. Our civil officers who are scattered 
throughout the whole extent of the Union, in all 
the several States, must be paid for their services. 
Our army and our navy must be honorably and 
honestly supported; and all who contract with this 
Government, and do service for I’, in whatever 
canacity, must be compensated. If this be not the 
case, of what value is our Government? Sir, it 
would not stand a day. It would virtually be 
dissolved. It would resolve itself into its original 
elements and the security of the whole people 
over their persons and property would at once be 
lost. 

For the convenience both of the Government 
and its creditors, it must be obvious that the funds 
wih which payments are to be made, must be in 
different sections of the Union. In all our States, 
the judges and cfficers of the United States Courts, 
the jarymen that attend those courts, and many of 
the witnesses also, are to be paid by the Govern- 
ment. For these services, satisfaction must be 
made where they are readered. Portions of our 
army are accommodated, by being paid at one 
point, and other portions at another. So also wita 
vur navy. So with our list of pensioners; with 
our mail contractors; with those employed upon 
our public works, and with all, indeed, that do bu- 
siness for the Goverument, 

And, sir, not only is it necessary that the Go- 
vernment should meet, with promptitade and cer- 
tainty, all demands upon it, butit is right that those 
demands should be paid in a currency that shal] be 
eatirely sati-factory to the creditor. It should be 
done in a curreacy that is not only not depreciated, 
but in one that is incapable of being depreci- 
ated. 

Now, sir, let us examine this bill, and see how 
far i's provisions are calculated to keep inviolate 
the public faith, and preserve untarnished the na- 
tional honor. For, however much gentlemen may 
differ as to the provisions of the bill, and the effect 
which it will have, should it become a law, none 
will deay that one of the very first, if not, indeed, 
the foremost object of every atminis'ration, should 
be the honest and prompt fulfilment of all its con- 
tracts. 

What, then, are the objects of the bill? Simply 
these. They are for the collection of the money 
that may, from time to time, be due to the Govern- 
ment—for its safekeeping before it shall be paid 
out after its collection—for its trausfer from one 
point to another, where it may be required to pay 
the public creditors, and for the payment of those 
creditors as their demands may fall due upon the 
Government. 

To carry out these objects, the bill provides that 
four officers shall be appointed, to be denominated 
receivets general, who shall have offices located at 
Boston, New York, Charleston and St. Louis; the 
offices at Boston and New York to be kept in the 
new custom-houses of those cities; the office at 
Charleston to be kept in the custom-house of that 
city, if suitable rooms can be procured—other- 
wise, a building to be erecied; and at St. Louis, a 
building is to be procured or erecied, In all of the 
offices, sufficient vaults and fire safes are to be 

used, that the money may be as secure from felons 
and fire as the wisdem of man can make it. Be- 
sides these four gentlemen, two others, who are 
now officers of the Government, (the Treasurer of 


. 


the Mint at Philadelphia, and the Treasurer of the 
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Branch Mint at New Orleans,) are to perform the 
duties of receivers general at those respective 
places, in addition to their present daties. 

Let us now see how these four officers are to be 
appointed. They are to be nominated by the Pre- 
sident and confirmed by the Senate. They are to 
be selected from the whole people of this Union, 
for their weight of character, their standing in so- 
ciety, their thorough and efficient business habits, 
and, in a word, for their qualifications for such re- 
sponsible stations. Will it be said here, sir, as has 
been declared by the gentleman from Connecticut, 
that mere political partisans will be selected, 
that qualifications will not be taken into th: ac- 
count, but that he who has woiked the hardest and 
pulled the truest, will receive the nomination to the 
Senate? Sir, let me tell gentlemen that were I the 
President of these United States, 1 would recom- 
mend no man to an office of this imporiance, who 
had not worked hard and pulled true in the Demo- 
cratic ranks. Yes, sit; pulled true through the 


whole of his political life, or else should give such || 


evidences of a true conversion to the Democratic 
faith, as would leave no fears of his backsliding; 
and, sir, when I say this, I should have no appre- 
hensions that any one who was not honest, not per- 
fectly upright, not fully qualified for the station, 
woald be recommended by the President. Is it to 
be supposed that among the hundreds of thousands 
of Democrats who are scattered throughout the 
whole extent of this Republic, there cannot be 
found fuur, whose honesty, integrity, and capabili- 
ty are sufficiently elevated to make them fit nomi- 
nees for the station? No one would undertake to 
entertain a doubt upon the subject. Sir, [ have not 
that horror of party men which some gent!emen 
profess to have. I see nothing unbecoming the in- 
dependence of men for those who entertain the 
same political principles, to concert as to the best 
measures to carry out those principles. I see no- 
thing improper in their comparing views, and 
agreeing upon the plans of operation. I can disco- 
ver nothing censurable in adhering to those plans, 
and supporting thore men for public stations, 
who will sustain those principles; and, sir, I 
should view it to be a duty which the Presi- 
dent owed, not only to himself, but to his political 
friends, that he should nominate his own support- 
ers to fill these offices. Besides, sir, what object 
could a President of these United States have in 
appointing to such a station a bad and unqualified 
mau? Sir, let a President of this great people be 
ever so ambitious and corrupt, he would never 
venture to nominate to the Senate one whom he 
did not himself fully believe to be both honest and 
capable; for his own prudence, his love for his 
own reputation, if nothing else, would deter him 
from pursuing sucha course. And, sir, when we 
have in the chair of statea man of wisdom and 
integrity, as I trast and fully believe we now have, 
we can have no apprehension that one unsuitable, 
in any particular, would receive a nomination. 

But, sir, let it be borne in mind that these offi- 
cers are not to be appointed by the President. They 
are to be nominated by him, and, before they can 
be commissioned, have to pass through the ordeal 
of the Senate, and be confirmed there. In that 
body, second to none perhaps in the world, the 
whole character of the nominees, and their fitness 
for the stations, can be fully and freely discussed. 
Nor is it believed that any one, who is incompe- 
tent or unfit for the place, would receive a confir- 
mation. In making the selections, then, we have 
not only the knowledge, experience, and skill of 
the President, but a full review by the Senate, be- 
fore a ratification of the nominations. 

Let us now examine the guards which this bill 
throws areund the conduct and course of these of- 
ficers. By the seventh section, it is provided, that 
they “‘shall respectively give bonds to the United 
States, insuch form, and for such amounis as shall 
be directed by the Secretary ofthe Treasury, by 
and with the advice and consent cf the President, 
wiih sureties to the satisfaction of the Solicitor of 
the Treasury; and shall, from time to time, renew, 
strengthen, and increase their official bonds, as the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with consent of the 
President, may direct.” Not only, then, do they 
have to be confirmed by the Senate, after their selec- 
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tion by the President, but they have to pass 
through another trial, that of procuring sureties to 


tueir large and heavy official bonds, which are re- | 
quired to be signed by men whose responsibility | 


shall be unquestioned. Now, sir, is it to be sup- 
posed that they wiil be able to obtain such satisfac- 


tory sureties, unless their honesty and integrity is | 
beyon1 all suspicion and reproach? What manof | 
responsibility would sign such bonds, unless he be- | 


lieved his principal to possess a character for bu- 
siness and uprightoess that could notin any way 
be impugned? No one, sir; no one. 

But the security stops net here. 


Secretary of the Treasury shall have power to 
cause an examination to be made at any time 


into the books, accounts, and all matters and things | 


connected with these officers. And not only has 


the Secretary of the Treasury this general power, as | 


given by the twelfth section, but the thi:teenth 
section expressly provides, that it shall be the duty 
of each naval officer and surveyor, of each register 
of a land office, of the director and superintendent 
ef each mint, that they may actas checks upon 
their several depositories, at the close of each 
quarter of the year,and asmuch more frequently 
as they shall be directed by the Secretary of Trea- 
sury to do so, to examine the books, accounts, re- 
turns, and money on hand of their several deposi- 
tories, and to make a full, accurate, and faithfal 
reiurn tothe Treasury Department of their condi- 
tion. 

And here, sir, it might be supposed, by those 
who believe in the common honesty of man, that 
the bill might stop—that men who are honored 
with the confidence of the President—who receive 
not only his approval, but whose characters and 
qualifications pass through the close review and 


strict scru(iny of the Senate; who, afier being com- | 


missioned, are compelled to call upon their friends 
to stake their a!l as guarantees for their fidelity, and 
who are subjected to a general and special super- 
vision of all their acts, might be trusted, without 
going further. But such is not the case. In addi- 
tion to all the previous precautions aud guards, the 
17ih section requires that these officers shall keep 
an accurate entry of each sum received, of the kind 
of money in which it is received, and of each pay- 
ment or transfer, and of the kind of currency in 
which it is made. And, sir, as if ‘‘to make as- 
surance doubly sure,” it further provides, ‘* That 
if any one of the said officers, or of those connecied 
with the Post Office Department, shall convert to 
his own use, in any Way whatever, or sha!l us2, by 
way of investment in any kind of property or mer- 
chandise, or shall loan, with or without interes’, 
any portion ef the public moneys entrusted to him 
for safekeeping, disbursement, transfer, or for 
any other purpose, every such act shall be 
deemed and adjadged to be an enibszzlement of 
so much of the said moneys as shall be thus 
taken, converted, invested, used, or loaned, which 
is hereby declared to be felony; and any officer or 
agent of the United States, and all persons advising 
or participating in such act, being convicted thereof 
before any court of the United States of competent 
jurisdiction, shall be sentenced te imprisonment for 
a term of not Jess than six months nor more 
than five years, and toafine equal to the amount 
embezzled.” 

With these four officers thus appointed, and 
around whom so many guards and checks are 
thrown, together wish the Treasurers of the Mints 
at Philadelphia and New Orleans, who are to give 
similar bonds and be subject to similar scrutiny 
and penal provisions, are the moneys of tne United 
States to be deposited, instead of the United States 
and other Banks as heretofore. With them the 
several collectors and all officers of the Govern- 


ment of every character and description who recive | 


money for the Goveroment and reside ip the seve- 
ral districts where these offices are situated, are 
required to deposite with the receiver general of 
their respective locations, at least as often as once 
a week, and as much more frequently as they shall 
be directed, all moneys which they may collect. 
Upon these officers, with the funds in hand, the 
Secretary of the Treasury can draw his drafts, and 
every class and grade of the public creditors receive 





The twelfth | 
section of the bill substantially provides, that the 





| themselves to fine and imprisonment. 
| how has it been under former arrangements? Al- 








their pay at such points asthey may be best ac. 
commodated. 

With regard to the provisions of this bill, a great 
mistake has pervaded the pabiic mind. To whom 
this is to be attributed is, perhaps, not for me to 
say. I caunot forbear remarking, however, that 
in many sections of the country the Opposition 
press, either from ignorance or from some other 
cause not so excusable, have endeavored to create 
the impression that the public funds were to be 


scattered in a manner wholly unprecedented, 


among an almost innumerable number oi officers, 
unsaie and irresponsible. Even every depuiy 
postmaster has been heralded forth as a Sub-T'rea- 


| surer, 


But, sir, I believe I have shown that this bill 
creates four new offices, and four only, who are de- 
nominated receivers general. I have shown, tuo, 
that with these officers, and the two treasurers of 
the mints a! Philadelphia and New Orleans, are to 
be deposited, forthwith, all the moneys of the Go. 
venment collecied ia their respective locations. 


| This, with the excepiion of receipts by deputy post- 


masters, will embrace a!mos! the entire amount of 
the collections of the Government. 

I wish now, sir, to examine the arrangements of 
the Post Office Departmen’, as they will be under the 
provisions of this bill, and compare them with the 
former prac'ice, that we may see how its funds are 
to be managed, and with hew much truth these 
allegations are made against this Department. 
There are, I believe, s»me thirteen thousand depu. 
ty postmasters in the United States at the present 
time. Of these about eleven thousand will pay 
over immediately, as they now do, on each quar- 
ter day, the amount in their hands, to the conirac- 
tors on the routes where the post offices are esta- 
tlished—the contractors having an order to 
that effect. The others, being the larger of- 
fices, and situated in the neighborhood of 


| the receivers general, are to deposite with them; 


the moneys to be kept in a separate account 
from the other money of the Government, 
and to be used by the Postmaster General where 
they shall be needed. So that, by the operations 
of this bill, the money is to be taken from the 
hands of the deputy postmasters, immediately upon 
its collection. If one dollar is appropriated by 
them to their own use, we have seen that, by the 
provisions of the 17:h section, they thereby subject 
Now, sir, 


most the en ire amount was deposited in banks, 
scattered throughout the country, and the balance 
paid by drafts ia favor of contractors. The Mt- 
ropolis Bank, sitated in this city, collected of the 
other banks the sums deposited wit them, and paid 
many of the contractors here. Under sach an ar- 
rangement, deputy pos'masters, situated in remote 
places, in many instances retained the funds in 
their hands for weeks. The gentleman from Con- 
necticut states that many of these became default- 
ers. This Ido notdeny. But, sir, I contend that 
the provisions of this bill will be effectual to pre- 
vent such delinquencies for the future. The banks, 
too, could retain them, enjoying the benefits not 
only of the deposites, but of paying out their own 
bills to contractors; the Government, in the mean 
time, having no alequate security therefor. With 
how much truth, then, can it be alleged that depu- 
ty postmasters, by the provisions of this bill, are to 
have any more contro! over the moneys that pass 
through their hands than heretofore, when, in 
fact, they do not have so much, and are guarded 
by mach more strict provisions of law? 

Let us now look, for a moment, to the situation 
of the public moneys when deposi.ed in the United 
States Bank. During the time of the deposite of the 
moneys of the Government in that institation, all the 
revenues of the country, whether collected upon 
imports of goods, or from the sales of the public 
lands, or from whatever source, were deposited 
there. These moneys, amounting to hundreds of 
millions, during the series of years that they were 
deposited in that institution, were taken by the 
Bank, and discounted upoa to its customers and of- 
ficers. It is believed that, in many instances, those 


collected at New York, which amounted to 2 great 
portion of the whole, were shipped to England, to 
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form there a fund by which the Bank could deal ia 
exchanges from country to country. In fact, the 
moneys and whole treasure of the nation were un- 
der the entire control of the Bank, and were used 
by it as suited the pleasure of its officers. It is 
true that the drafts of the Government in favor of 
jts creditors were paid by the Bank; and it is also 
true that these drafts were pa‘d in the notes of the 
Bank. 

And now, sir, let me ask, will not the money of 
this Government be as safe under the provisions of 
this bill as when deposited in the United Siates 
Bank? Will it not be as secure from felons with- 
out or felons within? Will it not be as well 
protected by the bolts and bars and vaults in the 
buildings provided for the receivers general, as ina 
bank? And may it no', with the strongest confi- 
dence, be asserted, that men appointed as these of- 
ficers are required to be, and surrourded by checks, 
by bonds, by penal laws, who have not only the 
r putation and interests of those who have re- 
posed confidence in them at stake, but their own 
personal honcr, honesty, and even libeity, involved, 
will be as honest and as trustworthy as a corporati n 
witheut soul, and with no object in view but the 
distribution of dividends and the accumulation ofa 
surp'us? The receiver general has the honcr of 
his Government at s'ake—the ban‘ the interests 
of its stockholders. ‘The receiver general has every 
inducement that a man can have to be faithful and 
honest—the bank has but one only, that of inte- 
rest. The receiver general isa man, with all the 
feelings of a man, with hopes and fears, and all the 
sensibilities of a resporsible being—the bank is a 
body politic and corporate, a mere machine, with 
individual responsibility resting upon no one. Bat, 
says the gentleman from Connecticut, Swaitwout 
abscended. True, sir; he deserted the Democratic 
party, joined the Conservatives, and ran away 
with the money. Tis to prevent a repetition of si- 
milar occurrences that this bill is needed. Had 
such a law as this bill proposes to enact been in 
force, that money would never have been lost to 
this pecple. 

Bat, sir, let us go a little more into par- 
ticulars, and see the situation of the funds of 
the Government, while in the hands of the United 
States Bank. I will not discuss the exclusive pri- 
vileges which the Bank enjoyed, and the immense 
dividends which it made durirg the continuation of 
itscharier. It is sufficient for my purpose to ex- 
anine into the scurity of the public moneys while 
under its control. 

The capital of that institution, it will be recol- 
lected, was thirty-five millions; seven millions be- 
longed to the United States,and the remaining twenty- 
eight millions to the stockholders, $°, 105,500 of which 
was publicly owned by foreigners. It had twenty- 
five directors, five of whom were appointed by the 
President of the United States, and the remainder 
were chosen by the stockholders. It will be very 
easy to conceive that this Bank could be entirely 
controlled by a foreign Government; for notwith- 
standing the charter provides that no per- 
son not a citizen of the United States shall 
be a director, and that no foreign stockholder 
Should have a vote in the choice of directors, 
yet how easy would it be for the foreign 
stockholders to transfer their stock for the time be- 
ing to citizens of the United States, and have di- 
rectors chosen to cuit themselves? And, sir, in 
case of a war with a foreign power, where would 
the funds of our owa Government be? What con- 
trol could five Government directors have over 
twenty others? Who can answer that the Bank 
would not suspend specie payments, and the nation 
atonce become bankrup:? Who can tell what 
would become, not only of the Government depo- 
si'es, but of the Government stock, even? Is it 
said thai no ci izens of this country could be found 
who would lend themselves to such devices? Sir, 
J shou!d hope there could not be; bat when we re- 
flect upon some of scenes thet ccurred daring the 
Jast war of this country with England, when we 
remember thai the Lecisiature of one of the States 
of this Union could so far forget i’self, and the du- 
ties it owed to this Government, as to pass a reso- 
lution, that it was unbecoming a moral and religious 
people to rejoice at our victories, as was done by 








the Federal Legislature of Massachusetts in June, 
1813, it is not too much to believe that, in times of 
high excitement, men might be found who would 
lend themselves to almost any or every thing, to 
accomplish their ends. 

But, sir, let us proceed a little further. In De- 
cember, 1834,a committee of the Senate of the 
United States, previous'y appointed to investigate 
the affairs and conduct of the Bank, made a re- 
port. To some of the facts contained in that re- 
port, I desire to call the attention of gentlemen; and 
I desire that they will bear in mind ‘hat this re- 
port, and the facis therein stated, are based upon 
an actual exam.nation of the books and papers of 
the Bank. 

It will be recoilected that during the session of 
Congress which commenced in December, 1831, 
and continued till the 16th of July, 1832, the Bana 
applied to Congress for a new charier. It will be 
recollected, also, that Congress yielded to the ap- 
plication, and passed a bill rechartering the Bank 
during that session, and that General Jackson ve- 
toed it. It will also be remembered, that in the 
summer and fall of 1832, the elections for members 
of the next Congress were held, and also that the 
Presidential election took place in the antumn of 
the same year. Now, sir, what was the course of 
the Bank during that campaign? Why, sir, in the 
last six months of that year, it expended sixteen 
thousand fonr hundred and ninety-nine dollars 
and ninety-four cents, for (as the committee called 
it) “extraordinary printing.” And what was this 
extraordinary printing? Sir, let me read some of 
the details to gentlemen: 

“Jesper Harding, for printing review of the veto, 
and expenses incident thereto, and 200 handbills 
ordered by Col. J— - - - $821 78 

Edward O!mstead, bank documents - $624 11 

4,000 Ewing’s speech, Websier’s speech, and 
other documents, relating to the Bank - $328 88 


Edward Olmstead, printingreview - $418 25 
Wm. Fry, printing two editions of questions and 
answers - - - - $304 84 
22,300 copies of Webster’s speech on the veto 
message - " - - $892 00 
40,800 copies of Webster’s speech on the ve‘o 
message - $816 00” 


“John Metcalfe of Kentucky, for printing 1,400 
extra copies of Protector, coniaining sundry bank 
document, and articles in favor of Bank, and 
analysis of veto message - - $295 00” 

“PD, N. Hewlings, for priating Webster’s 
speech ~ - - - 250 00” 

“R, Coneynham, for printing Mr. Webster’s 
speech - - - - $200 00” 

“Thomas Clarke, for printing Webster’s speech, 
and other articles on veto message, and distributing 
them - - - - $1,512 75 

Sergeant Hall, printing Webster’s speech, and 
other articles in Schuylkill County Advocate, 
etc. - - - - $100 00” 

“Nathan Hale, printing 40,000 capies of Web- 
ster’s speech at Wercester Convention, 12,500 co- 
pies Webster’s speech on Bank veto, and stitching, 
boxes, freight by packet and stages, packing, and 
sending away - : - $2,422 65” 

“R, Bannan, for printing extracts of Webster's 
speech, and other articles in English and German, 
on the veto message, and distribution - §200 00 

Conrad Zentler, for publishing in German ex- 
tracts of Webster’s speech, and other publications, 
and distributing them - - $566 40” 

Sir, I could proceed, but I will not detain the 
committee in enumerating the remaining items. 
Those who have a curiosity and are not already 
familiar with the transac'ions, can look them over at 
their leisure. They can examine not only the several 
items and see to whom the amounts were paid, 
but they can notice the prices also. They will find 
that in one case twenty-one cents were paid for 
each single copy of a newspaper. 

Again, sir, how was it in 18347 In this year 
also a new Congress was to be elected. The char- 
ter of the Bank was to expire in March, 1836, and 
unless this Congress couid be chosen favorable to 
the instilution, unless the people could be suffi- 
ciently enlightened to elect Bank men, the die was 
cast and the charter must expire. This was indeed 
a desperate effort, and how unscrupulously the 
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means of the Bank were used, let the facts stated in 
this report answer. Ia six months of that year, 
during the long session of Congress, the Bank 
spent twenty-four thousand two handred and fifty- 
two dollars and fifty-one cents. And what was it 
fort Sir, it was for speeches and documents favo- 
rable to the Bank and Bank party. The account 
is a long one or I would read it all. It was forthe 
speeches of Mr. Webster, Mr. Clay, Mr. 
Adams, M.. Southard, Mr Binney, and other 
distinguished gentlemen of the Opposition party. 
Seventy-five thousand copies of Mr. eb- 
ster’s speeches were taken at one time, besides 
many thousands at other times; fifty thousand of 
Mr. Adams’s at one time; twenty-five thousand of 


Mr. Clay’s at another, and fifly thousand of Mr. 
Binney’s at another. And, sir, during these six 
months, the Bank teok, of these speeches and do- 


caments, if I have added them correct'y, no less 


than 649,500. Sir, how many voters were there in 
the whole Union at that time? If we suppose the 
whole popuiation to be thirteen millions, and one 
in every five of that number to be a voter, we 
shall have two millions, six hundred thousand vo+ 
ters—and, sir, about one speech to every four vo- 
ters ef the whole United States. Will gentlemen 
undertake to justify such a course? Willtaey say 
that it is all a ‘fair business transaction?” and that 
the Bank,in purchasing political speeches sufficient 
to suppty every family in the Republic, is confin- 
ing itself within its proper sphere? 

In looking over this account for “extraordinary 
printing” for these six months ia 1834, when near- 
ly twenty-five thousand dollars are expended in so 
short a time, for 649,500 Bank speeches, it will 
perhaps be a matter of no little surprise to some, 
to find that nothing, no, sir, not even a farthing, 
is charged for distributing them. In the six months 
of 1832, above alluded to, several items of charge, 
amounting to some hundreds of dollars, are to be 
found for distribution; and the question very na- 
torally arises, why, in the six months of 1833, 
these charges should be made, while in 1834, nota 
dollar should be expended for that purpose? Sir, I 
will undertake to solve the matter. The reason 
which I shall give, may be an_ erroneous 
one, but, nevertheless, it is that which has suggested 
itself to me. During the six months alluded to in 
1832, Congress was not in session. It was the 
latter half of the year; but in the six months of 
1834, when these 649,500 speeches were bought 
by the Bank, Cengress was in session, ani many, 
if not all, of these very speeches were then made. 
Sir, were they scattered abroad throughout the 
country, under the franks of gentlemen then mem- 
bers of Congress? Was the Bank of the United 
States then furnishing funds to purchase the 
speeches of its political friends, and were those 
friends distributing those speeches by virtue of the 
franking privilege which they enjoyed? Were the 
Bank and the Opposition acting in concer!—schem- 
ing together, planning together? Were they bound 
by the same ties, united by the same interes!s, and 
engaged in the same league against Gen. Jackson 
and the Administration party? Sir, t will not ua- 
dertake to answer the questions; I will leave it for 
those who have a more familiar and intimate ac- 
quaintance with that institution and its manage- 
ment thar I have. 

But, sir, this is not all. I have before stated that 
the United States cwned one-fifth of the capital 
steck of this Bank; of course one-fifth of all the 
expenditures of the institution were borne by the 
Government; and, consequently, of the $24,252 51 
expended for “extraordinary printing,” in six 
months only of 1834, one-fifth, or $4,850 50, was 
the money of the people of these Siates. By this 
“extraordinary” management of the Bank, not 
only do we find it entering the arena of politics, 
and waging war against the Administration, but 
actually compelling the Government, by the con- 
trol which it had over its means, to contribute, in 
the short space of six monhs, the sum of 
$1,850 50 to purchase the speeches of political 
partivans, with which to carry on operations 
against the Government itself—yes, sir, compelled 
to furnish the very weapons with which it was to 
receive the stabs of its enemies. 

Sir, gentlemen may wish to know the eggregate 
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amount which was expended in this extraordinary 
manner. I will give it to them as stated in this re- 
port. It was $94,708 25; one-fifth of which, let it 
not be forgotten, was the money of this Govern- 
ment. 

I wish to call attention to another fact stated in 
this repo.t. Under the head of “Loans made by 
Bank of United States and officers to members of 
Congress,” i find that, during the session of Con- 
gress in 1834, when so many of these speeches 








were made and purchased, members of Congress | 


were indebted to the Bank im the sum of $238 536. 
On going back to 1831, I find that this indeb'edness 
amounted to $322,199; and, in 1832, to the very 
moderate sum of $478,069. 
make no comment; I will let the facts speak for 
themselves. I wiil simply observe, as before stated, 
that it was in the session of 1831-32, that the ap- 
plication was made by the Bank for a new charter, 
and thata bili for that purpore actually passed 


both branches of Congress during that session, and | 


would have been fastened upon this people, be- 
yond all hope of redemption, had not Andrew 
Jackson vetoed that bill. 

One thing more and I am done with this report. 
We have, during the past few years, heard much 
faid about the manner in which the Bank has 
tampered with the pablic press, and of the favors 
and accommodations extended to editors of news- 
papers in various sections. I do not propose to go 
over thése in detail, as set forth in this report. I 
will allude io one case only—I mean the National 
Intelligencer, published in this city. At the time 
this report was made in 1834, this es'ablishment 
was indebted to the Bank in the sum of $57,107; 
and sir, if 1 am not misinformed, the records of this 
city now show a deed from that establishment to the 
Bank, of type, press, and all. So that even now, 
the head of the Opposition press, which is doing 
batile most manfully under the Harrison and Tyler 
flag, is owned by the Bank. 

What the private management and conduct of 
the Bank have been since it passed beyond the 
reach of inspection by the people, of course can- 
not be known. 

I do not undertake to say that it is now more 
active, more desperate, more unscrupulous in tur- 
nishing funds in this, its death struggle, than ever; 
that if suecess altends its efforts, a recharter is the 
reward, and itis again triumphant; that if a failure 
ensues, it may as wel! go dowa with a loud crash 
as witha small one. I do not undertake to say, 
that so wrapped up in the fate of that institution 
are the interests of some of the leading Opposition 
politicians of the country, that they are virtually 
pledged for a recharier. I charge not that us fo- 
reign stockholders, recollecting the palmy days of 
immense dividends, are now pouring in their mo- 
ney, to influence our elections and break down 
the Democracy of eur country. I do not under- 
take to say that British influence and British mo- 
ney are now actively emptoyed to crush the ad- 
ministration of this Government, that the Federal! 
party may be brought into power, and the State 
devts held abroad be forced upon, and assumed by 
the General Government. But, Sir, should I make 
these asseriio s and charges, I am by no means 
certain that I should not be fully justified by the 
facts. 

Sir, I was not a little amused to hear the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusine] allade to 
the list suspension of the banks in 1839. I had 
supposed that that gentleman was possessed of a 
jutle too much shrewdness to invoke such facts to 
sus'ain him in his argument. Sir, does not every 
one know—is it not, in faci, a matter of history— 
that the United States Bank, and its specula- 
ions, brought about that suspension? And does 
not the gentleman know that it was the 
banks of the city of New York—ay, sir, the 
Democratic city of New York, that prevented the 
suspension North and East? Does he not recol 
lect with what subserviency the gallant little State 
of Rhode Islaad, with more banks than she has 
towns, whipped in to the track of “the Great Re- 
gulator?” And does he not know that the banks 
of his own proud Siate were ready, willing, and 
even anzious, to follow in the same train, had they 
dared to in opposition to the Democratic city of 





Upon this, sir, I will | 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 





New York? Yes, sir, had they dared to; for, had 
they suspended, they well knew that the trade of 
the Norih would have left the city of Boston and 
gone to New York. 

But, sir, I will pursue these remarks no farther; 
and I will ask now, where are the moneys of the 
people safest? ‘To whom should they rather be en- 
trusted? ‘T'o faithful officers of their own choosing, 
surrounded by ali the guards and checks that are 
wont to insure honesty and fidelity in public ser- 
vanis, or to an irresponsible and party Bank—a 
Bank that has sought, and, perhaps [ might add, is 
now serking, not only to control the business and 
enterprise of the country, but to govern its whole 
civil power? 

But, sir, the expense, itis said, is a strong objec- 
tion to the passage of this bi'l. Have gentlemen, 
who urge this as an objection, carefully examined 
the various sections of the bili? If so, sir, I should 
hardly think they would come to sucha conclu- 
sion. The offices at Boston and New York, it will 
be recolle¢ted, are to be kept in the custom-houses 
of those cities, buildings belonging 10 the Govern- 
ment. The only expense, then, at those two cities, 
for accommodations to transact the business, will 
be the procuring of safes, and the preparing of 
vaults, So it will be, sir, at the mints in Pbiia- 
delphia and New Orleans. So also will it be at 
Charleston, at the custom-house, if rooms in it can 
be found and obtained. At St. Louis an office 
will probably have to be evecied; and, perbaps, 
also at Charleston; and for the purchase of sites, 
and the erecting of offices at these two places, the 
bill apppropriates ten thousanddollars. Under the 
provisions ofthis bill it cannot take bata very 
moderate sum to procure the safes and prepare the 
offices in the manner designated. Sir, it may do 
very wellin electioneering speeches against this 
bill, to talk about splendid palaces, and the hun- 
dreds of thousands that will have to be expended to 
prepare these offices; but permit me to say, that if 
geutiemen are disposed to electioneer in this way, 
ihey must be careful that their constituents never 
see or read this bill. ‘They must be careful, also, 
not to telithem how much the United States bank- 
ing house in Philadelphia cost. ‘Chey must never 
name the $413,081 19, that were expended for that 
edifice. ‘hey must be careful, also,to keep out 
of view the Jarge sumsthat it cost to erect ihe nu- 
merous branch banks that were scattered through- 
out the Union. They must say nothing of the 
$116,777 02 that the Boston b:anch cost; nothing 
of the $110,657 34 that the Baltimore branch cost; 
nothing of the $87,000 00 that were paid for the 
New York branch; nothing of the hundreds of 
thousands that were paid for the remaining 
branches, but most esp2cially nothing of the 
$1.221,942 19 that the wholecest. And, sir, they 
must be still more careful not to inform them that 
the United States was charged with one-fifth of the 
cost of erecting all these edifices. And s0, sir, 
with regard to the salaries that are to be paid to the 
receivers general. Gentlemen urge that there is 
so much money expended. Itis not believed that 
they will comp/ain that their salaries are too 
high for the services rendered—at least that com- 
paint has act yet been made—but thatso much is 
yearly expended. Andhere let me suggest to them 
again, to say nothing of the ameunt pan! to the 
large number of officers, the presidents, the cash- 
iers, the tellers, the book-keepers, the discount 
clerks, and other clerks, and messengers of the 
United States Bank, and its numerous branches. 
Don’t tell them,gentlemen,'hat these twenty-eight in- 
stitutions, each of them had a set of all these officers; 
by no means inform them that one-fifth of all the sa- 
laries of this large horde of officers was. paid by 
the Government of the United States; and least of 
all, sir, let gentlemen never intimate that the peo- 
ple paid one-fifth of all the incicental expenses of 
the Bank, and one-fifth of all its “ extraordinary 
printzng.” 

Will gentlemen say that the Government owns 
its share of these edifices? Very true, sir; an’ so 
will the offices of the receivers general be owned by 
the Government. There is this slight difference, 
however, that while the banking houses cost 
$1,221,942 19, the offices of the receivers general 
may cost irom ten to twenty thousand. 





But, sir, the great objection after all, which is 
urged against this bill, and that which it is asserted 
and predicted by the gentleman from Connecticut, is 
to ruin the country, is to be found, I suppose, in the 
provisions of the 19th section. And what are those 
provisions? Substantially these; that after the 
30:h of Juneinstant, one fourth of the re. 
venues of the Government shall be paid in 
gold and silver; after the 30th of June, 184], 
one-half; afier the 30th of June, 1842, three. 
fourths, and after the 30th of June, 1843, the 
whole shall be paid in that currency. This, sir, is 
the obroxious section. It is this operation, if we 
are to believe the gentleman, that 1s to prostrate ql 
credi'; ruin all business; bankrupt the merchant; 
throw out of employment the mechanic; stop the 
wheels of the manufactory; beggar our planters 
and faimers, and drive to the poorhouse our la. 
borers. Sir, is it possible that the gentleman can 
be serious and sincere in his predictions? Let us 
look a little at this mighty section that is to be so 
wiihering in its influences. For the current year, 
it is believed that the revenues of the Government 
wiil amount, in round numbers, to about twenty 
millions. One-fourth of this, or five millions, is 
to be collected in specie. This is to be done at 
the various receiving offices, in different sections of 
the country, at New York, Boston, Philadelphia, &c. 
The specie in the country is supposed to amount 
to about eighty-five millions; so that five out of 
eighty-five millions are to pass through the receiving 
offices the present year. I say pass through, 
sir, for it must be berne in mind that it is not to be 
collected and hoarded up for private or public spe- 
culation—it is not to be lent out to friends, or dis- 
counted upon to special favorites, but to be paid 
out to the creditors of the Government. The in- 
crease is to be gradual for the succeeding years; 
and if more specie is needed in the ccuntry, de- 
pend upon it, sir, you cannot keep it out. We 
have every thing to purchase it with; and it will as 
assuredly flow iu upon us as that our cotton, wheat, 
and tobacco shall continue to grow. And yet, if 
we are to believe the predictions of gentlemen, this 
operation is to paralvze ajl the springs of indus- 
try, and spread universal prostration and dis- 
tress throughout the land. Sir, have the mus- 
cles of man become stiffened, that he can- 
not work? Has the sun ceased to pour forth 1s rays 
upon our land? Have the streams that water the 
earth become dried up, and has the rain ceased to 
fali? Are the labors of the husbandman not bless- 
ed with a reward? Are not the wants of mankind 
constanily increasing with an increasing popula- 
tion? Do we not require dwellings to live in and 
clothes to wear, as formerly? And is every thing 
to be stopped, prostrated, ruined, and annihilated, 
because out of eight-five millions of specie in the 
country, five are to pass through the hands of Go- 
vernment officers the coming year? 

Sir, let gentlemen talk about reduction ef prices 
and the wages of labor as much as they choose. 
I can tell them that the farmers and the laboring 
men of the country understand that thing perfectly 
well. They have heard it before now. They know 
that it is a bait with which the Federal party 
have s.ught to entrap them again and again. 
There is always a time when that party is exceed- 
ingly anxious about the welfare of the laboring 
classes, and they well remember when that time 
is—it is just before the elections. Sir, the labor- 
ing classes are not to be gulled by any such shallow 
device—they know full well that the Democratic 
party, made up, toa very large extent, of them- 
selves, has always striven to promote their interests 
and protect their rights by evefy possible means. 
And they know too, sir, that the only time that the 
Federal party can descend to notice them, is when 
they wish to use them. 

Sir, I grant that in the large cities, where the 
greater part of our revenues are collected, the 
previsions of this section will have a restraining 
influence upon banking Operations. And, for one, 
I trast they will. If the operations of this bill 
shall check that mania for speculation and mone- 
poly—that thirst for sudden affluence, without cor- 
responding effort—I shall rejoice in its effects. 

Sir, who is it that, in past years, has scoured our 
wheat-growing country, purchased the immense 
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crops, and then advanced the price to suit his owu 
cupidity? Itis the bank favorite or bank officer, 
who has taken out of the institutions his hundreds 
of thousands of paper to carry on his speculations. 
Who is it that has suffered by this monopoly? Sir, 
it is all branches of communtty; but none so much 
as the poor man, who is suddenly ca'led upon to 
pay advanced prices for the actual necessaries of 
jife, without a corresponding advance in the price 
of his labor. 

Who is it that has sought to monopolize the cot- 
ton trade of the South, and indeed of the world? 
Need I tel! you that it is the Uniied States Bank? 
Need I teil you that itis beneath that very load 
that itis Row staggering? Sir, if banks shall keep 
themselves within their proper spheres; if they will 
confine their operations to their legitimate objects; 
if their paper shall be what it purports to be, the 
representative, the true representative of gilt aud 
silver, this bill cannot injurethem. Solvent banks 
cannot be injuriously affected. It is the insolvent 
bank that may feel its power—it is the speculating 
institution, whose reins will be checked. Such in- 
stiiutions may not dare to extend their operations 
beyond their lezitimate powers, for their bills may 
be returned upon them for specie. And, sir, can any 
one who regards the stability of trade and the 
honesty of mercantile transactions, regret that such 
should be the faci? Can any one who would see in- 
dustry and fair dealing triumph over indolence, 


improvidence, and gambling, regret the effects of | 


such a measure? 

Sir, in all the aspec'sin which I have been able 
to view this bill and its provisions, I cannet but 
think that our public moneys will be more secure!y 
kept; our public creditors more promptly and sa- 
tisfactorily paid; and that so far as it may have 
any effect upon the tiade and business of the coun- 
try, that that effect will be most salutary and desi- 
rable. 

But, sir, suppose this bill should not pass; I ask 
gentlemen of the Opposition what would they have 
as a substitute. Willany on: deny thatit is a 
United States Bank that they desire? Have not 
some of the morebold already avowed it? Others, 
not so courageous, do not dare, openly, fearlessly, 
and honestly to declare it to the world, but seek, on 
all occasions, to proclaim distress, rain, prostra- 
tion of all business, and desolation throughout the 
land. Thus it is, that the timid become alarmed— 
credit becomes weakened —business is consequent- 
ly cheeked, and a panic is produced. And thus, 
too, it is, that the Opposition expect by and by w 
be able openly to declare for a United States Bank, 
drive the country into its support, and place. 
beneath its thraldom. And, sir, this is the question 
which the people of this free Republic hav. 
again todecide Once, twice, thrice, is not enough, 
With all the evils and sins of the old Bank before 
them, with the Constitution of their country staring 
them in the fave, they are again to say whether 
they will fasten upon themselves and posterity a 
monopoly, that shall swallow up all the effor's of 
individual enterprise, avd not only control the bu- 
siness and industry cf the country, bat which shal! 
hold within its grasp its political existence, and 
even liberty itself. Sir, can st be that the people 
of these united States are prepared for such an act? 
Are not aiistocracy and wealth sufficient, in all con- 
science, to contend single handed against industry 
and moderate means, without the aid of combined 
corporate millions? And when you give to those 
millions the power to create ficticious money to 
the amount of millions more, what has he who de- 
pends solely upon his own hard hands and honest 
heart to expect? What but a complete subser- 
vieacy to corporate wealth? 


lt is expected that most men interested in banks and cor- 
porations will be opposed to this bill. There is a sympathy 
existing throughout the whole Bank and corporate communi- 
ies. When yeu touch one, you touch the whole; and although 
solvent institutions may be rather benefiied than injured, there 
is, as they fancy, an injury in prospect. It is to be eapected 
that bank officers, whose living is dependent upon and grows 
out of the monopoly granted to those mstitutions, imagining 
that their privileges are to be encroached upon, wilt he opposed 
to this bill. It is to be expected that bankrup’s, whose very 
existence has been wrapped ao in the favors which they have 
receive! froin moneyed institations, and al! whose chimerical 
at mes have vanished jase oe a — auribaie all: shais 
ures to the operations of this bill. But especially, sir, is it 

to be anticipated that the dependants of the United States Bank 
should: raise their voices in opposition, for their inworest in its 
defeat is most palpable. Let this bill be defeated—let the Uni 
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ted States Bank be rechartered, or another Bank established, 
and the revenues of the Government be deposited in itas for. 
merly, aad a basis is formed, upon which millions of paper 
promises are thrown into circulation, for which the pee le are 
taxed—taxed, too, for lending their own money for the benefit 
of the special favorites of the Bank. Sir, there are some, who 
are always willing to blame every body and every thing 
but themselves, ut nothing so readily as the Govern- 
mentunder which they live. And, should this bill pass, let 
gentlemenreturn to their constituents and tell them that every 
case ofaidversity throughout the length and breadth ofthis vast 
country is caused by the passage of this bill. Let them goto 
the manufacturer, who has pursued his busivess with reckless- 
ness unparalleled; to the importer and wholesale merchant, 
who, in his haste to grow rich, has overlooked the responsibility 
of his debtors, and is consequectly involved in inextricable diffi- 
culties; let them go to the menopolist in trade, who, in his anx- 
iety to control the market, has forgotten that his success de- 
pended upon sales as well as purchases,and whose merchan- 
dise is now upon his hands; to the spendthrift, who has lived 
upon the forbearance and indulgence of his friends; to the man 
whose extravagance has reduced him to want, andjo the gam- 
bler of every grade. Let them ge to the disappointed poilti- 
cian, toevery species of discontent, and to every nook and 
corner of distress, and tell them that ii is all caused by 
the passage of this bill. And, sir, if the coming season 
should prove unfruitful, tell them that the drought and the 
flood, the mildew and the irost, have al} been caused by 
the operations of the Sub-Treasury. And, for a remedy for 
all these evils, tell them to elect General Harrison for Pre- 
sident, and establish a United States Bank. Should any one be 
so Impeltinent as to ask what are his principles, proclaim it 
upon the housetopa, that ic is deemed unnecessary and impoli- 
tiic to avow them—that it is sufficient for the people to know 
hat he is a candidate—thathe must be taken “ with something 
akin to generous confiience,’”’ and must be elected, without any 
deciaration of pricciples. And, sir, when it shall be said that 
the Admimstration party is opposed to local mternal impreve- 
ments, toa United States Bank, to the assumption of the State 
debts, to any greater tariff than the wants of the Government re- 
quire; and that itis in favor of a strict construction of the Con- 
sitution, of the preservation of the rights of the States, and of 
bringing the Government back to the days of Jefferson; let itagain 
be proclaimed that these principles are all to be kept out of 
sight till after the election, when “all the interests of the 
great Opposition party ”’ will be harmonized. Let it be declared 
from one end of the nation to the other, that the only principle 
that binds the Opposition party together is that avowed bya 
gentleman from New York two or three weeks since—“ war 
upon this Administration.” 

Such, sir, has been the case with one of the parties of this 
country, from the foundation of the Government until the pre- 
senttime. In most, if not all elections, while one pores has 
held up to view the principles by which it is governed, while it 
has taken its stand upon those principles, and, trusting to the 
intelligence of the people, has been willing to rise or fall, as 
their verdict should be rendered upon them; the other party, 
with a perseverance worthy of a better cause, underrating the 
good sense of the. people, has sought to draw off the public 
mind upon co}lateral and immaterial issues, and to keep out of 
sight the great questions that are actually involved. Sir, dol 
err when Isay that such isthe case now? Why is it, that tens 
of thousands, ay, sir, hundreds of thousands of pamphlets, said 
to contain the life of General Harrison, are sent forth under the 
franks of gentlemen, and scattered throughout the country? 
But, especially, sir, why isit that nothing is contained in those 
pamphlets, indicating the political principles of the General? 
T3 it to draw off the public mind from the great issue that is to 
be tried? Ts it toturn attention to his military services, that in 
their supposed blaze his political principles may be kept out of 
view, and his civil qualifications be forgotten? Why is it that 
there is an apparent anxiety to seize every opportunity to pour 
out indiscriminate denunciation upon the Administration, that 
it may be rendered unpopular and obnoxious? Why is it that 
thousands of dollars are wasted by delays in Ciscussing the 
most Minute and trifling matters? Why, sir, lask, butto draw 
off public attention from the great principles of the parties, 
and to keep out of view the real issue to be tried—‘‘an Inde- 
pendent Treasury or a United States Bank.” 

Sir, itis of lite consequence to me whether General Harri- 
son, in his military career, won laurels that a conqueror might 
be proud of, or whether his fame is any thing but desirable. 1 
care not whether, as a shrewd and experienced commander, he 
encamped his troops at Tippecanoe upon the most advanta- 
geous ground, or whether he was induced by a wily foe to se- 
lect the very spot that his enemy pointed out to him. Lask not 
whether, at that haitle, he mounted his own steed or that of a 
brave comrade, that his own person might not be recognised. 1 
ask not whether that comrade, while upon the horse of the Ge- 
neral, fel! upon that battle field, and gave up his life for his 
country. I care not whether the battle ofthe Thames was won by 
Gen. Harrison, or whether another gentleman now in the Senate 
chamber, serving his country as her second officer, is entitled.to 
allthe honor and glory of that victory. I care not whethe: fort 
Stephenson was evacuated by his order, or whether it was de 
fenied by a man whose name will never be forgotten in the an- 
nals of his poupty, Sir, I will not enter into a discussion of 
these matters. hen about to select a man to preside over 
the destinies of this great Republic—when we are to place at 
the helm of state one upon whom the happiness and welfare of 
s0 many millions depend, it is not military fame alone that is 
to insure his success—~ it is not talents, nor education, nor gens- 
ral information that are to. make him acceptable—but it is prin- 
ciples. . They will be sought for, scrutinized, canvassed. And 
although a candidate may have the military fame of a Cesar, 
or an Alexander; although he may have served his country in 
her greatest peril, yet his reuptation and his services can never 
answer asa substitute for correct and fundamental political 
principles. 

Sir. let me tell gentlemen that they miscalculate entirely the 
intelligence of the peopie, if they suppose they cen be hum- 
bhugeed by para’e, or led off from the great princinles which 
they have supportet for years. by the empty sound of a hnrrah. 

No sir.no. The neople ondersiond their rights. and dare main- 
tain them. No back bribes can seduce them No corpofation 
combinations for ‘he reduction of wages can intimidate them. 
No hypocritical sympathies can deceive them. But the work- 
ing men of this Union; who have always proved true to the Con- 
Featign. of oar srestsy) anh Se nani and again rescued it 
from the threatened ruin, will not fail to do their duty in, the 
great contest before them. Itis by their efforts, the efforts of 
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the true Democracy of the country, that the perpetuity of ov 
institutions has been preserved. iis by the farmers, the me 
chanica, the workingmen of our Republic, that tis Adminis 
tration has been and will be sustained. Tt is by thoce who woul: 


see equal rights and equal privileges bestowed upon all low 
such men that poured out their bioed whon the battle fields 
our Revolution. It waa such men tha: won for this country 


freedom and independente. They were the men who bi 
Jefferson into power. They were the men who stood by Ma 
son in the dark daysof thelast war. TJAey were the men who 
effected the political revolution of 12'8, and who have mate 
tained the Democratic ascendency einee that time. And, sir, 
so long as (hey shall govern, so long willthe Republic be sate. 

Mr. OSBORNE of Connecticut edtained the 
floor, but gave way for a motion to adjourn. 

Ard thea the House adjourned 

IN SENATE. 
Wenvnesbay, June 3, 1240. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Michigan, praying for a dowa'ion 
of lands, or money, to aid in the construction of a 
canal around the Fails «f St. Mary; 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN prevented the petition of Mies jab 
T. Williams; which was referred to the Coun 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee cn Fo 
reign Relations, to which was referred the bill { 
the relief of Alexander H. Everett, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was crdered to | 
priated. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Commitice on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the bill for the reiici ot 
William A. Cuddeback; which was ordered to ty 
printed. 

Mr. W. in pursuance of notice, introduced a 
bill for the relief of William R. Davis; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill the better to ex 
pedite the great Southern mail. ; 

Mr. FULTON presented the peiiion of Samue! 
Morris and Frederick Saugrave; which was ice; 
red to the Committee on Public Lani's. 

Mr. F. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to bring in a bill for the relict of Cinion ‘P. 
Dixon. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Comimitice on Pen 
sions, to which was referred 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Adams; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bailey; 
made adverse reports thereon 

Mr. CLAY, from the Commitice on the Militia, 
to which was referred so much of the reportof the 
Secretary of War as relaus to the organizaion 
of the militia, made a report thereon, concluding 
with a resclation that they be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subjc!; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALL, from the Commiitee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill eencerning 
prisoners of the United States commited to the jal 
of the county of Providence, and Sta'eof Rio 
Island, reported the same without amendment; and 
after some remarks fiom Mr. W. ii was cons dere 
as in committee of the whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reaving. 

The unfini-hed business of yesterday, being th» 
motion of Mr. Cray of Kentucky, to lay the ine- 
morial of James C. Reynolds on the table, being 
taken up, Mr. CRITTENDEN addresses |! e Se- 
nate, and was replied to at much length by Mr. 
ALLEN; when the question being taken, the peti- 
tion was laid on the table. 

The Senate then went into the consileration of 
of Executive business, and wfierwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepwnespay, June 3, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the Committee of te 
Whole on the state of the Union was discharged 
from the consideration of so much of the Pr - 
sifent’s message, and the report o” Secreacy «f 
War, as relates to Indian Affairs; end the swbj-cs 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Aisi. 

Mr. PETRIKIN presented, from the Committee 
en the Public Buildings and Grounds, a certain 
communication which had been referred to that 
committee; which was ordered to be printed, 
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The CHAIR announced that the first business 
ia order during the morning hour, was the motion 
of the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH,} to comm'tto the Committee on Commerce 
the bill reporied from that committee by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, Mr. Hitven, to repeal the 
act regulating pilots. 

Mr. CURTIS, who was entitled to the floor, 
said he believed the commitiee were mistaken in 
their views on the subject committed to them; which 
he was prepared to show by an examination of the 
report. ‘The report was ordered to be printed on 
yes'erday; but was not on the table this morning. 
He was anxious that every member should have 
the report before him, before he proceeded to the 
discussion; he would therefore suggest that the sub- 
ject should by general consent be laid over till to- 
morrow, at which time the report would be on the 
table. 

Mr. HILLEN said he could not object, if it 
was the full understanding that the question should 
be taken up to-morrow, 

The suggestion was agreed to by general con- 
sent. 

The CHAIR announced that the next business 
in order was the bill reported from the Committee 
on Pablic Lands, authorizing the State of Tennes- 
see to issue grants and perfect titles to certain Jands 
therein decribed; and to settie the claims to the 
vacant unappropriated lands withia the same, 
passed April 18, 1836. The question was on its 
commilment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
considered it very wrong to keep a large body of 
Jand in that State, and yet that that State should 
have no control over it, The lands lie there unset- 
tled, and the State has no power to takeit. The 
bill had been often discussed by boil Houses; and 
notwithstanding the measure was perfectly just in 
itself, yet by the process of staving off action on it 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it has been defeated. That was the made 
its enemies pursued to kill the bill, and it is the 
mode now proposed to be resorted to—that is, to 
refer it to the Committee of the Whole, where 
they know, in consequence of the mass of business 
before that committee, it will not be reached this 
session. He did not believe that, by the rule, it 
was required to be committed; and he was there- 
fore opposed to placing it in a situation where it 
could not be acted on. To bring the House to 
epeedy action on it, he moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired of the Cuair what 
would be the effect of the previous question? 

The CHAIR replied, that it would bring the 
House to a vote on the motion to commit. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; 
which was refused. 

Mr. EVERETT was understood to say he could 
not see wherein this question differed from the 
decision on the pre-emption bill; and if it did not 
differ, he did not see how the previous question 
could be made to apply to the motion for its com- 
mitment. 

The CHAIR said there was a manifest distine- 
tion between the principle of this bill and the pre- 
emption bill; and the previous question would be 
on the motion to commit; and, if the gentleman 
thonght proper to take an appeal, he would explain 
his reasons, an show the distinction. Does the 
gentlenan take an appeal? 

Mr. EVERETT said he would probably take an 
appeal. 

The previous question was seconded—yeas 98, 
nays not counted, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays on the question, “Shall the main question be 
now pul?” which were ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the Cuair what the 
main question would be, if ordered. 

The CHAIR replied that it would be on the com- 
mitment of the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. EVERETT. Theol take an eppeal from 
that decision. 

The SPEAKER said that, upon examination of 
the bill, to see whether, under the rules of the 
Hoase, it ought to be committed, he found that it 
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contained a donation ot lands—it cedes to the State 
of Tennessee all the lanvs within its limits: there- 
fore, on that gronnd, the b li mast necessarily be 
committed, and the previous question was on the 
commitment. 

Mr. EVERETT contended that the previons 
question was not on the commitment, bat on the 
third reading of the bill, and on that ground ap- 
pealed from the decision of the Cuair 

And the question being on the appeal, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays; Which were not ordered. 

The ques.ion, “Shall the decision of the Cnair 
*tand as the judgment was the House?” was then 
taken by tellers, and resulied—yeas 94, noes not 
counted, 

So the decision of the Cuain was affirmed, and 
the previous question decided to be on the commit- 
ment. 

The question then recurring on the commitment 
of the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY demanded the yeas and 
nays; which, being ordered, were—yeas 104, nays 
65, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Panks, Baker, Beirne, Black, 
Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, Connor, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Dana, Devies, John Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dellet, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, Goggin, 
Giaham, Green, Grifiin, Habersham, Hall, Hammond, Wil- 
liam 8S. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hillen, Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Hunt, Jacksoa, James, Joseph Johnson, William C. Johnson, 
Joha W. Jones, Kempshali, King, Lewis, Lincoln, Lucas, 
MeKay, Marchand, Marvin, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Paynter, Peck, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Russell, Shaw. Shepard, Simonton, John Smith, 
Stanly, Siarkweather, S:eenrod, Storrs, Strong, Sumter, 
Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Weiler, Wick, 
and Lewis Williams—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Beatty, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 


| Chapman, Clifford, Crary, Crocketi, Cross, Davee, John W. 


Davis, Duncan. Eastman, Gentry, Goode, Hand, Henry, How- 
ard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, 
Leonard, Lowell, McCarty, McClellan, McCullech, Mallory, 
Miller, Montany#, Calvary Morris, Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Reynolds, Ridgway, Albert Smith, Stuart, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Peter J. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Edward D. White, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Heary Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Worthington—65. 

So the bill was ordered to be committed. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he had nota correct 
understanding of the decision of the Caair on the 
first question, and that he had therefore voted in 
the aflirmative with a view of moving a reconsidera- 
tion, so as to puthimself right. He did not rise 
for the purpose of discussing the bill, but merely 
to state what its provisions were. Mr. H. then 
read the bill, and contended that it made no appro- 
priation of money, but merely ceed to the Sta‘e of 
Tennessee, certain lands to enable her to settle 
certain claims of North Carolind. It made no ap- 
propriation whatever, and therefore ought not to 
go into committee. For these reasons he moved a 
reconsideration of the vote, by which the decision 
of the Speaker, to the contrary, had been sustain- 
ed. He also made some allusion to the pre-emp- 
tion bill, which was passed a short time ago, and 
wished the present biil to be treated on the same 
principles. The pre-emption bili was not referred 
to a committee of the whole, and why sheuld this 
be subject toa different rule? For his part, he 
wished them treated both alike. He had no idea 
of making fish of one and flesh of the other; if he 
was right on the pre-emption bill the other day, hie 
was right now. 

Mr. HOWARD of Indiana gave notice that if 
the vote on the commitment was reconsidered, he 
would move to reconsider the vote on the appeal. 
He had voted to sustain the Cnair under a misap- 
prehension. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved the previous 
question on the motion to reconsider; which re- 
ceived a second, and the main question was or- 
dered. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY inquired of the Cnair 
if the House refused to reconsider the vote on the 
commitment, whether it would be in order for the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Howarp] to move 
to reconsider the vote on the appeal. 


The CHAIR replied that it would not. 

And the questson now being on the motion to re. 
consider, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas ang 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 82, 
nays 90, as follows: 

YEAS—Messsrs. Alford, J. Allen, Andrews, Athertoy) 
Beatty, Bell, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke: 
William O. Butler, William B Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Clark, Clifford, Crary, Crockett, Cross; 
Dana, J. W. Davis, Garret Davis, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Everett, 
James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goode, Hammond, Hand 
Henry, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathanie| 
Jones. Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, McCle!lan, McCulloch, Mal. 
lory, Mason, Miller, Mitchell, Montanya, Calvary Morris, Parish 
Parris, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Reynolds.Ridgway, Robinson, 
Sergeant, Albert Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, J. 'T. Siuart 
Swearingen, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Trumby|!’ 
PPro" Vanderpoel, Warren, Watierson, ward D. White, 
John White, Jared W. Willams, Thomas W. Williams 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and John T. 4’ 
Worthington—S82. i 3 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Banks, Baker, Beirne, Black, Brew. 
ster, Briggs, Anson Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Connor, Mark 
A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Davies, John Davis, Dawson, Deber.- 
ry, Dennis, Dellet, Doig, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Fletcher, 
Goggin, Graham, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wiliam 
S. Hastings, Mawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Hook, Hunt, Jackson, James, Joseph John. 
son, William Cost Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kempshall, King, Lewis, Lincoin, Lucas, MeKay, Marchand, 
Marvin, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Paynter, Peck, Ramsey, Randolph, 
Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Stan'y, Storrs, Strong, Sumter, Taliaferro, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Underwood, Wagener, Weller, Wick, and 
Lewis Williams—90. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, and toook up the 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. OSBORNE, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke at some Jength of the origin, tendency, and 
principles of the bill. -He denounced the bill as a 
remarkable project, and contended that it was 
anti-Republican, and opposed to the habits of the 
people. That it made war upon the banks by 
draining them of their specie; and that it might be 
used as anengine to harass and destroy the banks. 
He dwealt upon the state of the currency generally, 
past and present, and attributed it to the policy of 
the past and present Administrations. 

Mr. HUNT next obtained the floor, and de- 
nounced the measure as one of war upon the great 
business interests of the country, and even iis li- 
berties. He adverted to the policy of the past and 
present Administrations; and, in the course of his 
remarks, made some remarks in reference to an 
investigation which was gravely going on, on 
charges made against certain Government officers, 
for purchasing public stores from Whig merchants 
of Baltimore; when he was interrupted by 

Mr. HILLEN of Maryland, who said it was 
notorious that the charges against the Government 
officers were not only that they had been dealing 
with Whig merchants, but that they had been pay- 
ing those merchants higher prices than the goods 
could be purchased for elsewhere. These charges, 
he would also inform the gentleman, were made 
by the Whigs themselves against these Govern- 
ment officers. 

Mr. HUNT was understood to be thankful for 
the correction, and proceeded in his remarks till 
the hour for the recess, half past twoo’clock, with- 
out finishing. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. HUNT resumed his remarks in opposition 
to the bill, and concluded at a few minutes before 
seven o’clock. 

The CHAIRMAN having then given to floor to 
Mr. H. Wi.utams of Massachusetts, the committee 
rose, and 

The House adjonrned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, Jane 4, 1840. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial signed by se- 
venty citizens of the Territory of Oregon, praying 
the extension of the jurisdiction and laws of ths 
United States over that Territory; which was read, 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented two peitions from 
citizens of Natchez, in relation to the subject of the 
joiat resolution, introduced into the Senate a few 
days since for the relief of the inhabitants of the 
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city of Natchez; which were referred to the Com- 


tee on Finance. 

Mr. W also presented a memorial of members 
of the bar of the circuit court of the United Siates 
for the district of Mississippi, remonsiraiing against 
the removal of the said court from Jackson to 
Vicksburg; which was referred to the Committce 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PRESTON presented a supplementa! me- 
moriel from Mary W. Thempson; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, te which was referred the bill for the 
yelief of Nathaniel Pryor, reported the same with 
an amendment. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bil for 
ihe relief of Epraim D. Dixon; which was read 
twice, aud referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
yal Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy on the expenses of the Navy 
Depariment, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the bill for the relief of 
Robert T. Wainwright. : 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


| to which was re/erred bills from the House 


For the relief of Reuben Murray; 

For the relicf of Sarah Oakley; 

For the reliet of Joseph Bailey; and 

For the relief of Jacob Adams; 
made unfavorable reports thereon. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of James Phelps and John 
Lathram, made unfavorable reports thereon. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to take up the joint reso- 
lution for the amendment of ihe Constitution of the 
United States, by limiting the tenure of office of the 
Jadiciary; which, after some remarks from Messrs. 
MERRICK, WEB8STER, SEVIER, WRIGHT, 
and TAPPAN, was agreed to; and then, on mo- 
uon of Mr. T. its further consideration was post- 
poned until Thursday next. 

The bill concerning prisoners of the United 
States commitied to the jail of the county of Provi- 
dence, and State of Rhode Island, was read a third 
time and passed. 

HEIRS OF ROBERT FULTON. 

The report of the Committee on Claims, adverse 
to the claim of the heirs of Robert Fulton, was then 
taken up, and Mr. MERRICK renewed his re- 
marks in opposition to the report, and in favor of 
the claim. 

Cn motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the further con- 
sideration of the subject was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill for the establishment of a general sys- 
tem of bankruptcy throughout the United States 
was taken up, the question being on the motion to 
strike out the 18th section, providing for compulso- 
ty bankruptey. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate 
in favor of the motion, and was replied to by 

Mr. WRIGHT, who opposed the motion at 
length, contending for the necessity of includ’ng 
the compuisory principle, to make the bili ‘‘uni- 
form,” as contemplated by the Constitution, in its 
operation on the debtor and creditor. He also’ re- 
pliet to the remarks of Mr. Catuoun on the motion 
to exempt banks from the provisions of the bill. 
Mr. W. having concluded, 

Mr. WEBSTER intimated his intention to re- 
ply, and moved an adjournment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, June 4, 1840. 

By general consent, Mr. PETRIKIN offered the 
following resolation, which was adopied: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Public 
Builiiags and Grounds inform this House, forth- 
wih, how many superirt udents, assisiant super. 
intendents, furemen, bosses, and workmen, of dif- 
ferent kinds, are employed, at this time, at the 
Treasury and Patent Office buildings; and the sala- 
ties paid each of the aforesaid superintendents, as- 
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sistent superintendents, foremen, and bosses, desig- 
nating which building each individual attends to, 
his name, and occupation. 

Ou leave given, Mr. HOPKINS presented cer- 
tain additional testimony in relation to a case be- 
fure the Commitiee of Ciaims, which was referred 
accordingly. 

On leave, Mr. H. submitted a motion that the 
papers in relation to the case of Joseph Ramsey be 
printed; which was agreed to. 


Mr. WICK asked leave to submit a motion dis- | 


charging the Committee of the Whole from the 


consideraticn of a bil! in relation to a certain tract | 


of land in Indiana, with a view to put it on its third 
reading. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected. 

Mr. WICK gave notice that he would renew the 
Motion to-morrow morning. 

Mr. ANDREWS gave notice that he would op- 
pose the motion. 

PILOT LAW. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was the motion heretofore made by Mr. Ranpoipn, 
io recommit to the Committee on Commerce the 


report and bill providing for the repeal of the law || 


commonly known as the Pilet law. 

Mr. CURTIS, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House during the morning hour in fa- 
vor of the motion to recommit. 

The report and bill, he contended, ought to be re- 
committed, because ihe facts presented before the 


committee did not tend to justify the conclusion to | 


which the report had come. The act of March, 
1837, which it was now proposed to repeal, made 
it lawful for the masters of vessels coming into or 


going out of any port situated on the waters con- | 
terminous with or dividing the two States of New | 
York and New Jersey to take a pilot fromeither of | 


the two States. The law was simple in its terms, 
and he presumed no man would infer that injury 
had resulted to any one from its passage. 
dency was to free trade, and to give to those “who 


go down into the sea in ships” the choice of pilots || 


to direct and guide their course. 


The report before the House set forth that the | 
act of 1837 was an unjust, injarious, and oppres- | 
If such was the fact, the law oughtto | 


sive law. 
be repealed; but if, on the other hand, a careful 
examination of the testimony which was directed 
by this House to be sent to the Committee on Com- 


merce should lead to the conclusion that the com- | 


mercial interests of this country, that a_ vast 
amount of property afloat and a great number of 


lives were, by this law, guarantied against the pe- | 


rils of a dangerous monopoly, then he thought the 
House would agree with him that it ought not to 
be repealed. 

Who were they that were so dissatisfied with 
the provisions of this act, and who now asked for 
its repeal? The complaints came to us in memori- 
als from New York, Philadelphia, Baliimore, Nor- 
foik, and Charleston; they were signed by the pi- 
lots; and they alone, so far as he knew, asked the 
repeal of the law. 

The memorial from the’ pilots of Virginia set 
forth an extraordinary reason for the repeal of the 
law; il was, that the law was designed to in'erfere 
with and nullify certain Siate laws to break up 
monopolies. So far from this being a cause com- 


plait, it was with him a cause of great congratu- || 
The pilots of Virginia did not complainof |, 
any practical evil; and the same remark was ap- | 
plicable (Mr. C. contended) to all the memorials || 


lation. 


which had been referred to the commitiee from the 
pilots of all the States, and which be examined 
serialim with some minuteness. 


application was made to Congress for i's passage, 


on acoount of certain remarkable disasiers which | 


bad occurred in or about the port of New Yori, 
the blame of which was unjustly imputed to the 
New York pilots—and that, under the excitement 
which those disasters create! in the public mind by 
the loss of those vessels, and of several hundreds 
of. lives, Congress, psrtakiog of that excitement, 
passed the law. How was the fact? He was sor- 
ry tosay, asacitizen of the State of New York, 
that the date of the complaint was not correct. 


| rectly, on the 3d of January, 1837. 


Its ten- | 
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He was sorry that that complaint did not date cor- 
The com- 
plaint of the inefficiency and neglect of the pilots 
ot New York was of long standing. It had been 
a matier of reproach to New York for more than 
ten years—a reproach not only at home, but 
throughout the United States, and throughout the 
commercial world. It was a common reproach te 


| Say tbat a man was more lazy than a New York 


pilot. The neglect of duty by those pilots was a 
matter of public notoriety. He would not say 
whether the loss of the ship “Mexico,” on the 3d 
of January, 1837, was justly impuied to them or 
not, for he did not wish to go into that matter; the 


| complaints against them had been open and _noto- 


rious for ten years prior to the loss of that ill-fated 
vessel. So general, indeed, had the complaint be- 
come for a considerable period prior thereto, that 


| Governor Marcy, on the 3d of December, 1836, in 
| his annual message, called the attention of the Le- 


gislature of the State of New York, to the sub- 
ject. The “Mexico” was lost in January, and on 
the 3d of December previous, the Governor called 
the attention of the Legislature to the condition of 
the pilot system, which he spoke of as reproachful 
to the State. The reason and foundation of these 


| complaints were to be found in the close and odious 


monopoly given to pilots by the law of the State 


|| of New York, passed in the year 1819. On this 


law and iis injurious results, Mr. C. commented at 
some length; showing what the actual condition of 
things was when the law of 1837 was passed. 


|| The complaints were general, and he would show 


that there was sufficient testimony before the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to have sat'sfied the gentle- 
man from Maryland, (Mr. Hitten) who made 
this report, that these complaints were not only ge- 
neral, but had been continued for years, and that 
the application for the passage of the law which it 
was now proposed to repeal, and its passage, were 
not to be traced to any excitement growing out of 
the loss of the “Mexico.” 

To this end, Mr.C. here introduced and had 
read the testimony of sundry pérsons, shipmasters 
and others, detailing the numerous calamities 
which had occurred, and the vast number of lives 
that had been sacrificed on the coasts of New 
York, New Jersey, and the adjacent waters, (where 
the bones of hundreds of gallant ships lie buried,) 
prior to the wreck of the ‘* Mexico.” 

There was ano her point to which Mr. C. would 
ask the atiention of the House. The “Mexico,” 
as had been stated, was lost on the 3d of January, 
1837; on the 12th of the month ot December pre- 
vious,a gentleman then representing in part the 
city of New York,, (Mr. McKeron,) introduced a 
resolution on the subject, referring it to the Com- 
mitiee on Commerce; and a very able and interest- 
ing report was made uponit. A similar resolu- 
tion was introduced into the Senate a few days 
afterwards; and the whole facts were Jaid before 
Congress. 

One word as to the report of Mr. McKeon. 
Was that report confined to the wreck of the 
“Mexico?” Not at ail. On the contrary, it de- 
tailed the condition of the pilotegeof New York 
for several years previous to the date of the report; 


'| and, that gentlemen might see from what grevious 


evils the law of 1837 had delivered the commerce 
of the port of New York, and of the United States, 
and ef the commercial world, he would request 
the Clerk to read an extract from the report. 
Certain portions of Mr. McKegon’s report were 
here read; and also the finding of the grand jury of 
the city of New York after the loss of the “Mex- 


| co;” which latter document also speaks in very 
What led to the enactment of the law of 1837? || 


The report now under consideration stated that the || 


emphatic terms of the evils resulting from the 
combination system of pilotage. 

Mr. C. then referred to the only act passed on 
this subject prior to that of 1837, and by which 
act the ;ower over i! was given to the several 


|| States, until there should be further national le- 
gisiation thereon. 


He dcubted very mach the 
consiitaloual ts f toatl partof the act which at- 
empied ta give the power to legislate in future on 
this subject of commerce to the several Sates. It 
was a matier which the Constitution of the United 
States had committed to Congress, and upon 
which the Siates had no concurrent j i 
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But the Legisiatare of New York had refused to || venue of the country was to be given over to the 


jnierfere to patanendto one of the most odious, 
grinding, property and life destroying monopolies 
that had ever existed on earih—the monopoly of 
the pilotage of the port of New York. A’‘ter 
years of suffering without redress, Congress had 
at iastcome forward, uncer the power conferred 
by the Constitation, wo relieve the city of New 


York and its commerce from the destructive influ- | 


ences of that combination. He appealed to the 
House to say whether a law which had conferred 
such benefits, was to be repealed on any slight 
excuse or any insufficient reason? He believed 
that betier reasons than the report of the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. Hitten] had brought for- 
ward, must be laid before the House before it 


would take upon itself the responsibility of repeal- | 


ing a law, the repeal of which would again expose 
the property and the lives of all those connec'ed 
with the navigation of the port of New York to 
the dangers and pert!s of this revived monopoly. 
Mr. C, conciuied just as the morning hour ex- 


pired, and Mr. ATHERTON called fer the orders 


of the day. 
Mr, 
House to take up a bill, of a single section, autho- 


HOFFMAN was understood to ask the | 


rizing the Secretary of the Treasury to compromise | 


with the sureties of Samuel Swartwout. 

Mr. GRAVES was understood to object, but the 
ground of the objection the Reporter could not 
hear. 

Mr. HOFFMAN asked a suspension of the 
rule, merely with a view, he said, to take the 
sense of the House. He would not ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

Ne action was had, for Mr. SERGEANT rose 
and asked leave to make a report from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Objection was made. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the House 
again resolved itself into Committee of ihe Whole 
on state of the Union (Mr. Banxs of Virginia in 
the chair) on the bil! (from the Senate) to provide 
for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public moneys. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Massachusetts being enti- 
tled to the floor, addressed the committee at much 
length in favor of the bill. After recapitalating 
iis principal featares, he proceeded to contrast it 
with that of the deposite banks. This bill proposed 
that, by a certain period, ali the money of the Go- 
vernment should be received and disbursed in gold 
and silver; also, that the revenue should be under 
the control of Government. Onthe ovher hand, 


the Opposition were in favor of the employment of | 


banks to perform this duty, in which case all the 
revenues of the country would be in the hands, 
and under the control, of those institutions, and 
where it would be used for the benefit of the siock- 
holders and borrowers. These were the two pro- 
positions, at which they were at issue. The issue 
was not merely on achoice of measures, but it was 
an issue involving the fundamental princ'ples of 
Government. It involved two contrary and an- 
tagonistical principles. One of the propositions 
was founded on a distrust of the people, while the 
other, the present bill, acknowledged the capacity 
of the people for self-government, by the choice of 
their own agents, responsible to them. The issue 
was, in fact, a question between a responsible and 
irresponsible power. This bill expressly recog- 
nised the principle that the peop’e had the capacity 
of self-government, and acknowledged t the 
fullest extent their sovereignty. But the deposite 
system, for which the Opposition were so anxious, 
restricted and denied the sovereignty of the prople, 
by placing the revenue in the power cf banks, 
which were irresponsible, and would convert the 
money into their paper, for the benefit of them- 
selves ‘and customers. Was this surrendering the 


revenue to souil+ss corporations, and whose bodies | 


eculd not be touched, calculated to give suprema- 
cy to the popular wil? No. Soveregaty was no 
the design of the bauking sy-tem. Ai they wanied 
was to get the control ol the revenue, and then, 
where would be the power of the people? ‘(Ii was 
an ancient, but true maxim, that “by dividing 
sovereignty, you destroy it.” And so if the re- 
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banks, our Government would cease to be a Go- 
vernment of the people. ‘The moment the control 
of the public money was lodged with the banks, 
that moment the sovereignty would depart from 
the people and be transferred from the many to the 
few. 

He amitted that such a thing might not be in- 
consistent with other Governments. It might suit 
very well the aristocratic Governments of Europe, 
but ifs introduction into cur country would never 
be tolerated. It was awti-Demecratic in its ten- 
dency, and aimed a fatal blow at the roots of the 
tree of liberty. Besides, the very same principle 
would lead to a direct wansfer of every other pow- 
er belonging to the people. By the same rule the 
banks might claim acontrol over the Executive, 
the jadicia!, and every other officer of the Govern- 
ment. For, ifthe people had no right to control 
the revenue, they had no right to conwol any thing 
else. The very same principle which ceprived 
them of the one, must necessarily deprive them of 
every other power. This measure of the Opposi- 
tion, was then c'early repugnant of the first great 
principles of our Government, and to the equal 
rights and sovereignty of the people. 

Among other objections to the Independent Trea- 
sury bill, it was urged .that it would injure the 
manufacturer, and rob the laborer of his hard earn- 
ings. Ifthe thought so, he would assure the com- 
mittee and the country that he would be the last to 
stand up in its defence, as there was no class so 
worihy the protection of Government as the !abor- 
ing men. ‘That class of men was the true source 
of all ourgreatness and glory. It was the laboring 
men of our country wao had achieved her greatest 
triumphs; they were the true foundation of her 
greatness, and the real architects of her fame; to 
them was to be attributed the growing cities, and 
a'l the works of enterprise in every State. There- 
fore, he weuld repeat that if he thought this mea- 
sure would act injuriously upon them, and rob then 
of the fruits of their industry, he would be the last 
man to say a word in jis defence. But how was 
the charge sustained?) Where was the proof that 
it would produce such injurious effects? What 
portion of the bill was it that contained this fearful 
evil? It was urged that it would destroy the banks. 
This was erroneous, for the bill made no war upon 
the banks. It merely dissolved the partnership 
which formerly existed, and left them to them- 
selves. The operation of this bill could not injure 
the banks in the least, provided they had a solid 
basis tore-tupon. If the banks came to ruin afier 
the passage otf this bill, it would arise solely from 
their own weakness and rottenness, and not from 
any hostility from Government. 

This In¢ependent Treasury bill, was purely a 
defensive, instead of an offensive measure. It wasa 
defensive measure necessary to the safety of the 
people, and the proper administration of Govern- 
ment. What! he would ask, could any one desire 
arepetiton of the hamiliating scenes of recent 
years, when, by a similtaneous suspension of the 
banks, the Government was unable to touch thirty 
millions of its money, and was laughed and sneered 
at into the bargain for its poverty? 

This bill proposed to save us in fature from such 
danger and degradation, by placing the revenue at 
the disposal of the representatives of ithe pecplie, at 
the disposal of their own officers, instead of leaving 


| it under the control of speculating institutions, who 


used itin their own business. This measure was 
not only necessary to the efficiency of Government, 
but to the soundness of the banks themselves. I's 
tendency would be to confine the banks to their 
own resources. They would then doa safe busi- 
ness, without relying upon the uncertain cntin- 
gency of receiving the pablic money in depo- 


It was also objected to, as calculated to withdraw 
the public money from the business of the country. 
Bat what neht, he woud ask, had the banks cr 
he merchasts to the use of the puble money? 
They hai nv right whatever. Such: a power had 
never been celegaied to the Government to allow 
private individuals and corporations to trade on the 
public revenue. Yet we were constantly abused 
for not permitting the public money, raised from 
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the great body of the people, to be used by bank. 
rupt speculators and irresponsible COFrporations 
Why it would be, in fact, levying a contribatiog 
upon the poor, for the benefit of the rich. It woy 
be taxing the laboring classes to fill the pockets 
the privileged few. It would be a most odious sy. 
tem of favoritism, unworthy of a free and intel), 
gent people. 

Another objection was, that the revenue woy); 
be collected in go!d and silver. All that it woyy 
be necessary to say in reply to this objection wa; 
that there was no other currency recognised by 
the Constitution, nor was there any other CUrreney 
in which Government could meet the demand 
upon the Treasury. Every citizen had a right j, 
exact the payment of his debts in specie, the op| 
legal and constitutional currency. It was charge) 
also, that this measure would create one currency 
for the Government and another currency for the 
people—that the officers of Government would re. 
ceive a better curiency than others. But how couiq 
the office holders be benefited, when the Goverp. 
ment paper was to be redeemable in specie? |, 
that case, it would confer no benefit upon the 
office holder; and admitting, for the sake of argu. 
ment, that the money did become depreciated, eve, 
his colleague [Mr. Cusninc] admitied that it cou 
not then be admitted into the Treasury. 

It was also said that the effect of this bill woul 
be to drain the banks of their specie, and accumu. 
late it in the vaults of the Treasury. Bat from 4 
calculation made by those best able to judge, it was 
ascertained that the amount cf specie would be » 
small, that itcould net affect the business of the 
country. According to an estimate of the Treasu. 
ry Department, it appeared that only five million 
would be wanted. Now, if that amount were 
withdrawn from circulation in a_ single year, i 
would not be more than was abstracted by the ope. 
rations of commerce alone. But this sum would 
be taken gradually, and in such a way that no in. 
convenience could be fe't. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to notice the charge, that 
the policy of the Administration in this respect was 
owing to the low prices of provisions, and the dis 
tress which prevailed inthe country. In confut. 
ing that charge, he referred to a table of prices of 
flour during differeat Administrations, and con: 
tended that if high prices were any sign of merit, 
then the price of flour during the present Adminis. 
tration was a conciusive answer to the cry of the 
Opposition. As for the distress in the couniry, 
how could it be shown that the Administration was 
in any way responsible for it? If there wasa 
stagnation of business, he contended that it was 
but the natural consequence of overaction and 
mad speculation. The States had run into debt 
beyond the means of payment, and that was one 
great cause of their embarrassment. What hand 
had the Adminis‘ration in proiucing such resuits’ 
Had the Adminis‘ration been in any way instrv- 
mental in running up the enormous amount ¢f 
State debts forinternal improvement? Did it char- 
ler the swarm of State banks which deluged the 
country with their paper? Did it induce the banks 
to favor the rege of speculators?) These were not 
the acts of the Administration, nor was it responsi- 
ble for the debts of the States. It was tothe State 
Legislatures alone that the embarrassment was to 
be attributed, and to them alone belonged the re- 
sponsibility. 

But it was said these things were done by a ma 
jority of the Administration party in each Stave. 
Such was not the case. The assertion could not 
be proved. A reference to the facts would show 
that they were done bya majority of the Opposi- 
tion, with perhaps a few interested Democrats who 
aided them by their votes. 

It was also charged that tke policy of the Admi- 
nistration tended to degrade the laborers of this 
country to the level of the laboring classes of Ev- 
rope. Bat this Administration advocated no such 
policy. The charge was as g'ourdless as i) wasn 
deeuleus. As ‘or degrading the laborneg classes of 
this enlghtened covntry to the condition of the I+ 
borers of Europe, it was not possible for any Ad- 
ministration to do it, even if they could entertain s0 
unholy a wish. Gentlemen who made this charge 
must keep in sight that there was a vast difference 
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bank. Europe. Under oar free institutions, it would be 
at orally impossible to reduce the laboring portion 
Qliog f 


f the community to the level of the oppressed 
speratives in monarchical countries. Mr. W. then 
wliystrated his position at some length, by a refe- 
rence to the causes producing a reduction of the 
srice of Jabor in European countries, and which 
opld never apply tous. Before such couid ever 


Would 
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us SY. 
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Would Me the case, there must be a complete revolution in 
Would Wr form of Government, and a revolution in the 
D Was 

’ 


ondition of the people. Before the bright star of 


ed by freedom could descend in te shades of Euro- 
Tren our 0 h . .* . . 
cy an darkness, the intelligence of the working 
mands classes, beaming forth in characters of living light, 
ght : must be extinguished: and that would never be the 
> only ; 
se. ° 
arged, Throughout the whole of this discussion, the 
meaty Opposition had taken the ground that the interests 
._ of labor were identified with the banking system. 
Te. 


Rut was this assumption just and well founded? 


ae Could they adduce any proof that a papercurrency | 
: tra. as calculated to promote the interests of the la- 
“ : boring classes? One of the ablest writers on poli- 
ian . tical economy contended that “stability”? was one 
i + of the essentials of a good currency. But had the 
onli paper system any stability? Did not experience 
show that it was perpetually changing, and was 
would unstable as the waters of the ocean—variable as 
cunu. the ebb and flow of its tides? 
fom a Mr. W. then read several extracts from the ad- 
it as dress of the late President of the United States 
ian Bank, showing the effects of a sudden expansion 
of the and contraction of paper issues, which could never 
reasu. ME! when the currency of a country was of gold 
sillions and silver, and possessed the quality of s'ability. 
ete Mr. W. then drew a glowing picture of the ef- 
rear i fects of this paper system on the country, in pro- 
m" ope: ducing the existing distress; how it had robbed the 
would ME root man of the fruits of his industry, and encou- 
no ia raged the rich to run into debt beyond the means 
“Hof payment; and yet this was the system now so 
re. that urgently contended for by the Opposition. 
ot tes ‘He then referred toa number of tables, show- 
ne dis 22 the almost incredible losses sustained by the 
3 depreciation of bank paper, which loss must, from 
onfut. the very nature of things, continue so long as the 
a of paper system was kept up. After so daing, he then 
Con went on to show that, under a system having spe- | 
merit, vie for its basis, no such loss could ever occur. 
maine He also proved that the paper system operated 
=o unequally at the expense of the laborer. He 
unITY,  s,owed, by a reference to documents, that notwith- || 
on Was & standing ail that had been said about the sympathy | 
Was 8% of the manufacturers for the poor, these manufac- 
re turers, with large capitals, ground down the poor 
: = man to the dust, and that while in a rise of prices 
4 ase his wages were the last to be raised, at a fall of 
, hand @ Pees his wages were the first to be reduced. — 
exalts? After adverting to a variety of other objections, 
-, @ Mr. W. proceeded to notice the argument of his 
ae colleague, [Mr. Cussina,] ia relation to the good 
re effects of the paper systeni in England, as com- 
a rf pared with other countries. He said a ful! and 
1 Ere impartial examination into the condition of the | 
on ai working classes in those countries when that sysiem 
sponsi- was established, would soon enable any one to see 
. State he fruits of it. 
wes Mr. W. then adverted at some length to the de- 
ii te: graded condition of laboring classes in Sweden, 
Austria, Denmark, etc. When under a paper sys- 
‘am @°™ they were bought and sold with the land like 
Stare. beasts. He compared this with the condition of 
1d not he laborer in Cuba, who, under a hard money cur- 
Sadilow _— received from sixty to seventy dollars per 
. @ mon'h. 
? e What, he asked, was the actual condition of the 
laboring classes in England, on which his colleague 
Admi- had passed so glowing aeulogium, as a beautiful 
of this @ SPecumen of the good effec's of a paper system? 
of Eos What was the true condition of the great m»ss of 
: the English? Were they not the degraded victims 
10 such TE of toi!, slavery, nnd low prices? Was it not noto- 
7 = nous that the very pauper had a beiter living than 
ISS€S OB the honest and industrious operative? Was it no: 
tH well kaown that even condemned criminals were 
7 better fed than the virtuous working man? Yes, 
ve © F the Foreign Quarterly Review showed that the 
Mer pauper had a greater allowance of focd than the 
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petween out Government and the Governments of laborer, the suspected thief had more than the 
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pauper, the convicted thief more than the suspecied 
one, and the transported {felon three times as much 


food than the independent laborer was able to pro- | 


cure by his most strenuous exertions. 

By way of confirmation of these statements, 
Mr. W. read from a number of English writers of 
authority, showing the great degradation of the 
working classes in that conutry, whose labor was 
all swallowed up to maintain the pomp, extrava- 
gaoce, and splendor of the few. He also read 


parliamentary documents, showing the rapid and | 


fearful increase of pauperism, and crime, as a 
natural consequence of such degradat on. 

He then argued that this lamentable state of 
things could not be attributed to the poverty of the 
country, for the amount of aggregate wealth had 
increased; but it was to be traced solely to the ex- 
pansions and contractions of a paper system affect- 
ing the prices, and always falling upon the devoted 
heads of the poor. 

Mr. W. here read several tables, showing the 


connection between expansion and pauperism. He | 


was astonished that his colleague should have se- 
lected Enzland as an instance of the good effects 
cf this paper system. It was a moat unfortunate 
selection. What was the true condition of the 
“happy people” of that “mighty empire?” He 
would not go to the starving millions in her posses- 
sions in India, but he would ca!l atiention to the 
suffering millions in her “own green is'e.” He 
wou'd call attention to the extracts whien he had 
read. Fle would ask gentlemen to pause and re- 
flect upon the state of things there set forth, and 
then say whether they were desireus that the en- 
lightened laborers of this country should be placed 
in the same situation, by the introduction of a 
similar system. No: he was sure there was no 
patriot who would fora moment entertain the idea. 
It was, therefore, due to thes American laborer that 
the connection between bank and Siate shou!d exist 
no longer. 
it was high time that a connection should be dis- 
solved, the tendency of which was to outrage the 
liberties of the people. 

He did not mean to say that there should be no 
paper, and no credit, but that it should be on such 
a plan that would not deprive the laborer of the 
fruits of his toil, nor industry of its reward. He 
wished it regulated so that it would secure to Jabor 
the ‘rue amount ef its earnings, and establish jus- 
tice between the emp'oyer and the employed. 

This measure would do alltbar. It would give 
us a uniform currency, creaie a demand for specie, 
and make the currency more sound and stable. It 
would secure to the manufacturers a specie stan- 
dard of true value, and check excessive importa- 
tions. 

Mr. W. after showing various other benefits 
that would arise from the passage of the bill, said 
it must be evident that the President,so far from 
being an enemy to the laborers, as had been 
charged, was friendly to their interests, as his anx- 
iety tor the adoption of this measure fully proved. 
It was the desire of the President and his friends to 
establish a uniform specie standard, under which 
it would be impossible for such ruinous fluctuations 
again to occur. 

The remarks of Mr. W. with the numerous 
tables and authorities to which he referred, will be 
published in full as early as convenient. 

Mr. SMITH of Vermont made some remarks in 
relation to the contest in his disirict, and concluded 
by saying that his opponent was voted for by the 
Whigs generally, on the ground that he was in 
favor of a National Bank, and that he (Mr. S ) re- 
ceived the support of the Demecratic party, on the 
ground that he was opposed to such a bank, and in 
favor of the Independent Treasury system. The 
principles of this measure, he said, were funda- 
mental—it reached the currency—the business and 
industry of thefcountry—that it wou'd vitally affect 


the political and social condition of the country, so’ 


long as it shall hereafier continue in operation— 
that it would protect the political character and 
morals of the country. It would impart healthy 
action in the currency, by infusing into it a larger 
basis of specie—it would prove beneficial to the 
business and industry of the country, by keeping 


Ithad existed already too long, and | 


| the currency stable, and preventing unnatural sti- 
mulation and overaction in trade, and by so regu- 
latimg the industry of the country, as to keep labor 
|} constantly employed, in contradistinction to the 
ruinous fluctuations under the banking system. 
Mr. S. argued that the contest was the same now 
| between the two great contending parties that it 
| was in the year 1800. It was a contest of 
the mass of the people against the moneyed 
few, to sustain the Constitution in all its purity, te 
preserve the Republican form of Government, and 
the just balance of power which exists between all 
| its departments, and to secure to the present, 
| and to perpetuate to future generations those equal 
| rizhts guarantied in the Constitution, and an 
equal distribution of the blessings of our great po- 
litical system. ‘The people are of the impression 
that the opposition by the Whig party to this mea- 
sure, is from something more than meets the eye. 

There is something masked under it. The people 

remember well that the contest in the Revolution 
|| was between the oppressor and the oppressed. The 
|| contest is the same now. It is one between 
| the mass, for an equal distribution of the blessings 

of Government, with the moneyed power who wish 
exclusive privileges, such as will secure to them 
more power thaw even accumulated wealth 
gives them, to enable them through that power to 
| oppress the people. 
| The House at the hour of half past two, took 
the usual recess. 
| EVENING SESSION. 
, _ Mr. SMITH of Vermont continued his remarks. 
|; He contended that the antagonist measure to the 
| Independent Treasury bill was a National Bank. 
| The Opposition are in favor of a National Bank; 
they are sincerely devoted to such a measure, not- 
withstanding they will not directly and openly 
avow it. He would not diseuss the constilutiona- 
lity of a bank; it was sufficient forhim that such an 
|| institution was altogether inexpedient. It was not 
|| suitable to the character of the people, or the prin- 
ciples of our Republican system. lt was no reason 
that such an institution should be established in 
this country, because one was suitable to the Eng- 
lish Government and people, or any other mo- 
narchical Government, or the subjects of sucha 
Government. The Bank of England lends all its 
aid to sustain the nobility. The moneyed power 
of all the European Governments naturally concen- 
trate, and combine to sustain those Governments,and 
| in conseqnence to the same degree to oppress the 
people. 

He argued that in thiscountry the Executive need- 
| ed no such sustenance. ‘Therefore, the banks and 
| the Government should be kept separate. It would 
| be dangerous to Republican liberty to ally the Ex- 

ecutive to the moneye! power, by giving him the 

control of the whole banking system. To make 
such a bank as the Opposition wish to have, to con- 
trol the State institutions, and to regulate the busi- 
ness, the exchanges, and the industry of the coun- 
try, it would have to be constituted of a capital of 
| one hundred millions of dollars. Such a bank, 
| to regulate pine hundred State banks, with a com- 
] bined capital of four hundred millions, all in active 
operation, allied to the Executive, would be a 
| 








most potent and fearful power indeed. If such 
| a bank be allied to the Executive, and give 
itall the potency it should have, and which the 
Whig party desire that it should have to regulate 
these nine hundred State banks, it would con- 
trol every channe! of society. If such an institution 
be allied to the Executive, with the power and pa- 
tronage of the Government, and the time would not 
be in the future that the people would be able to 
throw off the shackles, except by a fearful and 
| bloody revolution, The banking institutions are 
not satisfied to contro! the business and commerce 
| of the country, bat the Whig party wish togive 
| them a control of the Government itself, by giving 
| them charge of the fiscal operations of the Go- 
vernment—by depositing with such institutions the 
| revenies of the nation to discoun: with, and to 
speculate npon. Sach a union would be fearful 
ndeed. But be had no idea that any Adminis‘ra- 
tion would ever again eonsent that these institu- 
tions should he employed as fiseal agents. No 
friend to hie country could consent that the Execus 
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tive should be allied to the tremendous and fearful 
power of a National Bank, or the concentrated 
power of all the Siate banks. 

Mr. 8. spoke of the opinions of Washington 
and Jefferson agains! a Bank and in favor of an 
Independent Treasury; they were in favor of an 
Independent Treasury, the same in principle as 
this. He then adverted to the fact that the Oppo- 
sition, who are attributing to this measure such 
fearful evils, were strenuous in the support of it a 
few years ago. He then argued that the State 
which he in part represented had an Indedendent 
Treasury in operation, with an unimportant ex- 
ception in its details. He said the provisions of 


this bill were strictly in accordance with the Con- | 


stitution; and that no system could be devised 
that could make the money more safe and secure. 
It is guarded by bonds, wiih heavy penalties for 
default. If the bill was not safe, he thought it the 


make itmore guarded and secure. To strike out 
the enacting clause, was no way to perfect the 
bil 

He inferred by the argument of the gentleman 
from Massachuseits [Mr. Cusnina] that the mea- 
sure would favorably affect the manufacturing in- 
terests of the East. I! by any measure, the ten- 
dency of which would beneficially affect the inie- 
rests of the seciion of country he represented, it 
would be an adcitional reason why he would be in 
favor of it. Mr. 8. then showed the effect the un- 
natural expansion of the circulating medium 
(which the Independent Treasury will correct) 
had in causing overimporting, and keeping the 
balance of trade against the United States. If the 
manhulacturing interests were injuriously affected 
by overimporiation, as the convention of the manu- 
facturers maintained, then this measure, which ap- 
preciaies the currency by contracting it, will pre- 


vent this Overimportation, and will, to that extent, | 


operale as a protection to the manufactures of the 
North. Unless a modification of the tariff, or seme 
such measure as this should be passed, to check 
these large importations, the manufacturing in- 
terests of the country would be prostrated. The 
labor of Europe would be employed, (as it was 
employed when the currency was so inflated in 
1837,) to the exclusion of the labor of our own 
country. This measure, then, will be greatly be- 
neficial to the laboring classes of this country, by 


securing to them a steady emp!oyment and regular | 


and good prices. 
Mr. 8. then adverted to the efforts making by the 


Opposition to create the impression that the work- | 


ing classes would be injuriously effected by this 
measure, 
operate most beneficially to the whole labcring 
community. It would operate as a protection to 
the labor of this country of all kinds, to the exclu- 
sion of the product of foreign labor. He then ad- 
verted to the distress and pauperism produced in 
England by the banking system at the present 
time, and at past periods. He touched upon many 
other topics in the discussion, which it is impossi- 


He believed sincerely that it would | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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Also a message from the President, transmitting | of Philip Barbour, deceased, was considered as 


a report from the Secretary of War, in compli- 
ance witha resolution of the Senaie, in relation to 


the payment of Government creditors in depreci- | 


ated currency; 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolation of the Se- 
nate, a copy of Captain Sanders’s report on the 
unprovement of the Fal's of the Ohio river; 

Which were severally laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial ef citizens 
of Bachanan county, Missouri, praying for a post 
route; which was referred to the Committee on the 


Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be | 


printed. 
Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of citi- 


| zens of the United States, praying that a report 
|| may be made by the Committee on Agr calture, on 
duty of the Opposition so to alter the details es to || 





a 


ble to give a summary of; but it will be published || 


soon in full. ; 
Mr. BROWN of New York obtained the floor, 
and spoke about three quarters of an hour in oppc- 


sition to the bill, contending that it would not | 


strengthen the banks, or improve the currency, but 
that it would, on the other hand, weaken the banks 
by draining them of specie. That it woul! not 
restrict their circulation. Headvanced many cb- 
jections to it, which had been refuted in the previ- 
ous part of the debate. 

M:. WHITE of Kentucky obtained the floor, 
but gave way to 

Mr. STANLY, on whose motion the committee 
rose, and then 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Frivay, June 5, 1840, 

The CHAIR presented a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United Sta‘es, transmitting a repoit 
from the Secretary of War, in compliance witha 
resolution of the Senate, in relation to the sale or 
eachange of Government drafts for bank notes; 


the comparative value of the fruits of the United 
States for the table, and other branches of Agri- 
culture, &c.; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture, and ordered to be print d. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of 386 
inhabitants of the city of Washington, praying for the 


| renewal of the charter of said city, with certain 
| designated amendments thereto; which, after a de- 


bate, in which Messrs. NORVELL, MERRICK, 
ALLEN, LUMPKIN, CLAYTON, CLAY of 
Alabama, SEVIER, TAPPAN, KING, and 
CKITTENDEN, participated, was referred to a 
select committee of five, to be appointed by the 
Cuair. 

The following Senators were appointed said 
commi'tee: 

Messrs. Norve.t, Kino, Prentiss, Pierce, and 


|| Cray of Alabama. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bill for the relie’ of Au- 
guste Davezac, William P. Jones, and Nathaniel! 


|| Niles; which was-read, and ordered to a second 
| reading. 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judici- 


| ary, to which was referred the bill for the relief of 


the heirs of Matthew Lyon, and 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry, report- 
ed the same without amendment. 

Mr. W. from the same Committee, to which was 
referred 

The claim of Saunders and Porter; > 

The claim of Joseph Wallis, and the heirs of 


| Robert Leckie; 


The claim of the heirs of Thomas Atkinson, 
deceased; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of William R. Davis, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bills from the 
House 

For the relief of the administrator and heirs of 
John Lindsey, deceased; 

For the relief of Elizabeth Case, widow of James 
Case, deceased; 

For the relief of Conrad Widrig; 
reported the same to the Senate, and recommended 
that they do not passs, 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Commitice on the Li- 


|| brary, to which was referred the memorial of Alex- 
/ ander Vattemare, reported a bill in addition to 
| acts now in force for the encouragement of learn. 


ing, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and 
books, to the authors and proprietors of such co- 
pies, dusing the times therein mentioned; which 
was read, and ordered to asecond reading. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. SEVIER objected, and demanded the ayes 
and nows; which were ordered, and the motion was 
carried—aves 34, vays 8. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved that the motion fixing 
a day for the adjournment of Congress sine die be 
taken up; which, after some remarks from Messrs. 
SEVIER, GRUNDY, WALKER, and CLAY of 
Kentucky, was disagreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


| 





| 
| 
| 


i| 








|| reading. 


| mittee on Private Land Claims for a few minutes, 
| to seek for a paper connected with some busines; 


committee of the whole, and on the question she!) 
be engrossed, the vole was—ayes 20, nays 99 7 
follows: 9 
YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kenty 
Clayion, Fulton, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Mouton. 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Seyiey 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Talimadge, Wake; 
White, and Young—20. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, 
Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange 
Siurgeon, Wall, Williams, and Wright—9, °’ 
The Vice Presipent voting in the affirmative 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a thir) 


Benton, 


The bill making provision for the payment of 
pensions to the executors or administrators of de. 
ceased pensioners in Certain cases, was considered 
asin commiitee of the whole, and ordered to be ep. 
grossed for a third reading. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The biil to establish a general system of bank. 
ruptcy was then taken up, the question being on 
the motion of Mr. CLayof Kentucky to strike oy 
the 18th section, containing the compulsory clause. 

Mr. LINN said, that by the courtesy of the Se. 
nator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Wesster) who 
was entitled to the floor, he was permitied to ask 
the attention of the Senate, for a very brief period. 

Some few days since, when that portion of the 
bill, embracing banking corporations, was under 
consideration, and whilst the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Catuoun) was speaking on tha 
question, he had stepped into the room of the Com. 


which he had to transact at one of the public of- 
fices. During his brief absence from the Senate 
chamber, the vote was taken, and this importan! 
portion of the 18th section was stricken out with- 
out his name appearing among the ayes and noes. 
He did not think proper then to ask the indulgence 
of the Senate, to permit his name to be recorded, 
nor would he do so now; although during the pe- 
riod he has been a member of the Senate this in- 
dulgence has been granted to one or two genile- 
men. But he thought this was improper, and he 
would not ask it in his own case, as he believeda 
rigid adherence to the rule, a security to the coun- 
try, and the immediate constituents of a member, 
for his regular at‘ention to the important duties of 
his station, His immediate friends and associates 
could bear witness, that in private conversation he 
had expressed himself very strongly in favor of 
making banks responsible to the provisions of ths 
bill, and that he made it almost a sine non, 
whether he would vote for any bankrupt bill that 
did not contain it. Had he been present when the 
vote was taken, he most certainly would have 
voted in favor of retaining the clause adverted (0; 
and perhaps in the future course of the discussion, 
he would submit his reasons for so doing. 

Mr. WEBSTER then addressed the Senate a! 
length in favor of the motion of Mr, Cuay, and 
on the general merits of the question, and was re- 
plied to by 

Mr. WRIGHT, who contended that the effect 
of a bill containing merely the voluntary provision, 
would leave the creditor without remedy, and 
would seriously affect if not destroy the credit o 
our citizens in foreign countries. 

Afier some further remarks by Messrs. WEB- 
STER, CLAY of Kentucky, and WRIGHT, the 
question was taken on triking out the 18th sec- 
tion, and decided in the negative—ayes 17, nays 
25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixoo, 


| Grundy, Huntington, Knight, Nicholas, Porter, 


Prentiss, Sib of Indiana, Southard, Tallma’ge, 
Webster, and White—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ben‘en, 
Rrown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Hab 
bbard, King, Lion, Lumpkir, Norvell, Pierce, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con 
necticut, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—25. 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the subject be 














—- rred toa select committee. 
| as in Mr. HUBBARD moved that the farther consi- 
shel tion of the whole subject be indefinitely post- 
20,0 ed. In making this motion, Mr. H. said that 
gas not his object, nor was it his wish, to pre- 
‘acky, Mot any farther discussion of this subject that 
Outon, tbe desired. He was apxious'o hear all that 
evier, night be said. But it was his entire conviction 
alker, Ma: no bill could be matured at the present ses- 
on, Toa portion of the Union the subject had 
enton, Mo engaged as yet much of the public attention, 
‘Undy, Mod he was unwilling that any bill should be pass- 
orvell, Ma yntil more time should be allowed for the consi- 
range, MB ,cation of this question in all its bearings. The 
. pil from the commitice, and the bilis of other Se- | 
Alive, MB sors, had been printed, and the subject had beea 
third MM s-pated, aad he was now disposed to leave the 


pole matter for the consideration of the Ameri- 
can people. In bis opinion no bill could be 
sed at this session, and it seemed to 
him that the time had arrived when the 
genate should, by their vote, «determine 
whether it was prepared to adopt a bankrupt sys- 
ym, based upon the principles which had been 


bank. sanctioned by the votes already given. The Senate 
Ng ON MB pgs distinctly, by i's vote, determined to exclude ail 
Ke oul corporations from the provisions of a bank- 
lanse, ropt system. It had also determined, by 


¢ Se B. yote, to include the voluntary and the 
Who Mcompulsory principle. These opinions have 
10 ask Mien so clearly expressed by the votes of the 
riod. Micenate, that the committee, who, it is proposed, 
of the shall now take the subject into their further consi- 
Under HBisration, will undoubtedly feel themselves bound 
Souit to report back a bill embodying those principles, 
n that and providing for their improvemeat by such de- 
Com-f# i; as they may consider necessary. He there- 
nities, Myre thought the Senate had now better determine 
10€Si Mi whether it is prepared to adopt a bankrupt system, 
ie of- mbracing exclusively the principles already set- 
Senate Med by the action of the Senate. He might be en- 
Ortan' Hirely mistaken, but he was not prepared to believe 
With Miibat a majority of the Senate would yield its assent 
b0¢s. My sucha system. With these impressions, and be- 
igence lieving that the Senate ought to express its opi- 
orded, Minion upon the question, he had made the mo- 
re Pe Mion for indefinite postponement. He was wel! 
1S 10 MH sticfied that no bill, matured upon the principles 
senile. already settled, could be passed at the present 
ind he Misession through both Houses of Congress. He 
ved Mi nought, therefore, it would be advisable now to 
Coun: Mi igke the question involved ia the motion be bad 
mbet, Msubmitted; and that is, would it be proper to pass a 
ties of bankrupt bill based exclasively upon the princ’ples 
rciales a. settled by the vote already taken in the Senate? 
ion he If He thought not. 

vor off Mr. BUCHANAN expressed the hope that what 
of ths Mibad been done would not be lost, but that the bi! 
+ "0", B would be referred, made as perfect as possible, 
| that ani, even if it could not be now passed, be sent 
en the forth for information to the people . 

have Mr. CLAY spoke in favor, not of the indefinite 
ted (0; ncstponement, but of taking the vote upon it now, 
$5100, 8 io determine whether a majority of the Senate was 
in favor of a bill, in any form, on this subject. 

Mr. WEBSTER spoke with great earnesiness 
against the indefinite postpenement. The Senator 
fom New Hampshire might well vote for it, be- 
cause he was opposed to the bill in every form. 
ButMr. W. entreated Senators who were in favor 
ofsuch a bill at all, not to delay its passage to 
uother session. 

Mr. NORVELLalso spoke emphatically against 
lhe postponement. 

Mr. CLAY said his sole object in desiring the 
vole to be taken on this question now, was to see 
ifa majority of the Senate were in favor of passing 
the bill in any form. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he entertained a very 
different opinion from that expressed by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts. Much has been accom- 
plished, and that much will not be Jost. The bill 
reported by a majorily of the Committee on the 
Judiciary has been for some weeks before the Se- 
nate. It has been most ably sustained by some of 
the most distinguished members of this body. 
Their have been printed. The bill and 
their speeches bave already attracted the attention 
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of some portions of the country. In some of our 
largest commercial cities, that bill, and the views 
of those Sena‘ors who have embarked in the sup. 
portof that measure, have exciied no inconsidera- 
ble degree of attention. The memoria! presented 
to the Senate by the Board of Trade of the city cf 
New York, is fail evidence of that fact. That bill has 
also been opposed by Senators, and their views 
will be given to the public. And can it be said 
that all this is for nought?—that unless the 
measure is now perfecied, what has been 
done will be lost to the country? This will not 
be the cave. The Ametican people are by no 
means indifferent to this measure. The memorials 
upon the table of the Senate, calling for the passage 
of a bankrupt bill, show that the attention of one 
portion of the community is awakene! to the im- 
portance of this measure. The remonstrances up- 
on the table show that another portion is alarmed 
at the consequences of any action upon the mea- 
sure at this tme. By one memorial it is recom- 
mended that no bill should pass, to take effect until 
after the first day of January next. These things 
show that the public mind is not entirely prepared 
for any paiticular bankrupt system. He therefore 
thought the whole matter had better be postponed. 
And, as it respects the amendment submitied by the 
Senator from New Jersey, that had also been print- 
ed, and the views of that Senator had gone forth 
to the public. It was then idle to say that all this 
would be lost, if the Senate left the subject unperfect- 
ed. He thought differently. Senators themselves 
are divided, and much divided, not only upon the 
consiitutionality, but upon the expediency of the 
measure. He therefore was clearly of the opinion 
that the Senate should proceed no further at this 
session. Let what has been done go to our con- 
stituents, and in a very few months the Senate will 
reassemble and be fully prepared to assert and 
maintain the opinions of the American people upon 
this important question. He hoped the Senate 
would agree to his motion. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he should vote against the 
postponement; for, although he could vote for the 
bill in no form in which it had yet been presented, 
he was not prepared to say he would be against it 
in every form. 

Mr. ALLEN and Mr. WALL also having 
spoken briefly against the postpon ment, 

Mr. HUBBARD said he would withdraw his 
motion; but Mr. Wacker objecting, and the yeas 
and nays having been ordered, it could not be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. WALKER spoke emphatically in favor of 
speedily passing such a bill, (including the banks, 
if it could be done,) and insisted that public opinion 
would soon render it inevitable. 

Mr. HUBBARD, in reply, said, that he had sig 
nified a wish to withdraw his motion, to oblige hi 
friends, and for the very reason that no test vole 
could be taken. He was utterly surprised, thatthe 
Senator from Mississippi should interpose any ob- 
jection. Does he suppose that he (Mr, H.] had 
expressed a willingness to withdraw it, for the rea- 
son that he was unwilling, or not prepared, to meet 
the question? That Senator weuld find himself 
mistaken, As it respected himself, it was matier 
of perfect indifference to him, whether the motion 
was withdrawn or not: he was ready to vote upon 
it; and if there was not another member of the Se- 
nate voted as he should, he was content that his 
vote should stand alone. The Senator will recol- 
lect, that while this biil was under debate, he sug- 
gested his purpose of moving, after the debate 
should he closed for the day, to lay the whole mat- 
ter upon the table. 

He was anxious to ascertain the opinion of the 
Senate as to the propriety of passing a bill em- 
bracing exclusively the principles which had been 
sanctioned by tne votes of the Senate. The Sena- 
tor suggested an objection to the course proposed; 
and intimated that it was his purpose further to 
debate the subject. As soon as the Senator had 
intimated his wish, he gave him to understand that 
he (Mr. H.) would make nosach motion. He did 
this to accommodate that Senator, and to afford 
him the opportunity further to debate the subject 
if he pleased. And when he had offered his 
motion to postpone, he expressly said that the mo- 


iil cctnesn-diiinnattie anatllliaaeatinstansalitensmaneneetinemmetind aides amendmen _—_«- 


445 


tion was not made to prevent discussion; and now 
the Senator objects to his withdrawing the motion 
because he wishes to test the opinion of the Senate, 
when he mus! be satisfie!, from the remacks 
made by different Senaters, that no test vote can 
be given. Botas it respected himself, it was of 
no earthly importance. He should have been 
williug to have withdrawn his motion, as that is ob- 
jected to. He hoped the yeas and nays would be 
taken; and the result will show at least one vote 
given with great pleasure for the motion. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. GRUN- 
DY, CALHOUN, CLAY of Kentucky, and 
SMITH of Indiana, 

Mr. PIERCE said: Mr. President, | would have 
no Senator suppose, afier the elaborate discussion 
that has taken place upon this bill, that I rise to 
present any poor arguments of my own. Much 
leas, sir, is it my desire to expatiate upon the sym- 
pathy I fee! for the debtor, or the desire I entertain 
to see the creditor fairly and justly protected in 
rights, which have accrued under exis'ing laws of 
the land. I do not, however, admit a less lively 
regard on my part for the true interests of both 
classes, than is cherished by those who are more 
profuse in their professions. 

Sir, in this stage of the bill I rise foranother pur- 
pose; itis to say to the Senator from Ind-ana, that 
neither he nor any other gentleman can prescribe 
to me what is to be regarded as a test question. No 
man shail make up for me an issue here or else- 
where without my participation. [take a practical 
view of things; take them as they are—as they 
happen to be presented at the time, when Iam 
called upon to vote; not as by possibility they may 
be ata future time and on another occasion. My 
colleague has moved to postpone indefini'ely—what? 
Not the whole subject of a “uniform system of 
bankruptcy,” but, after fullargument and various 
important amendments, the bi.! in its presem shape. 
He has, so faras I have heard, expressed no 








opinion against such a_ system, sufficiently 
broad and suitably guarded, but he has 
moved to posipone this bill in its present 


form, and no other. Upon that question I am 
called upon torecord my ay or no. After all 
that has been said upen both sidesof the cham- 
ber, I would have been better pleased, if my friend 
from Mississippi (Mr. Watxer]} had allowed my 
colleague to withdraw his motion, because it is 
perfectly apparent, that the vole will express no- 
thing, literally nothing, relative to the ultimate fate 
of this bill. Perhaps | am mistaken—it may foster 
hopes never to be realized. It may raise the expec- 
tations of the indebted class to the pinnacle of hope 
to-day, to be plunged to the dep‘hs of despair to- 
morrow. This no Senator desires to do, and I ap- 
peal to all, whether the vote will not probably car- 
ry out to the public mind a false and delusive im- 
pression. 

What have we done? We have stricken out 
corporations, ia my judgment, the most important, 
if not the redeeming provision of the bill, and we 
have sustained the voluntary and compulsory fea- 
tures, aud this embraces ali the material principles 
settled—but various provisions have been erased 
and some sections stricken out—besides, no ques- 
tion has yet been taken on the amendment of the 
minority of the committee, as amended. Now, in 
this state of things, I fully appreciate and acknow- 
ledge the force of the views of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr.) Bucnanan.] He does not be- 
lieve a bankrupt billcan be so framed in this body, 
as to secare his vote; but he desiresto examine it in 
its best shape; in its perfected form, after the labor of 
its friends shall have been exhausted. He desires, 
before he votes, to see it embodied and compact, 
so that its provisions, whatever they may be, 
can be readily comprehended by his constituents 
and mine. I should be glad to have it thus pre- 
sented, too, although I do not believe that any great 
change can be made by the committee—that is, no 
change affecting materially the principles involved 
—and in this conclusion I am warranted by the 
votes that have already been taken. Now, sir, al- 
though I could desire precisely what the Senator 
seeks, I am compelled to vote upon the state of 
facts as they exist. My colleague is not permitted 
to withdraw his motion. Let no man suppose that 
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any advantage is to be gained by insisting upon 
this vote. I, for one, shall give it cheerfully and un- 
flinchingly;and gentlemen on both sides who favor 
the measure are at liberty to regard it thas far forth 
as a test vote; but they must, for me, neither en- 
large nor diminish the provisions already sanctiou- 
ed. 

I mast, Mr. President, be permitied to express 
my surprise at the remarks of my friend from 
Ohio, {Mr, Atien.] He is disposed, as I under- 
stand him, to vole against the pos!ponement, lest 
his views in relation to the bill, if cvorporations 
were included, may be miapprehended or 
misconsiraued. Sir, | have no such apprehensions. 
How do we stand here? 

There we are, that Senator and myself, upon the 
record, ina minority of sixteen to tweaty-eight. 
That record will neither be obliterated, nor wear 
out. The vote will stand there until the tribana! 
of highest appeal in this country shall either reverse 
or affirm the judgment of those who happen to be op- 
posed to us, Of the character of that decision the Se- 
nator entertains not stronger convictions than myself; 
it may be proclaimed earlier or later, bul it can 
neither be controlled nor indefinitely postponed. I 
rose, sir, merely to protest against any man making 
an issue for me, or saying what shall or shall not 
be atest vole in this chamber. My vote will be 
given upon a real, tangible state of facts, iovolv- 
ms certain defined principles, and upon no sup- 
posed case. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had but a few words to say. 
He had bees, in a great degree, anticipated by the 
remarks of his fiien! from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
Pizrce.}] With that gentleman he_ protested 
against any aitempt which had been made, or 
might be made, to present the present as a test 
question to him. 

He did not consider the motion to postpone the 

resent subject indefinitely, as any test question. 
Under what circumstances had it been made? Se- 
veral weeks ago, the mejovity of the Committee on 
the Judiciary had reported a bill, confined in its 
provisions to cases of volantary bankruptcy. The 
minority of the same committee had presented 
another bill, which extended to compulsory bauk- 
rupicy, and offered it as a substitate for the bill of 
the committee. This amendment had been dis- 
cussed at great length, and amended in several im- 
portant particalars; an! now the friends 0 a bank- 
rupt system moved to refer the original bill, to- 
gether with the amendment, on the adoptien of 
which, as asubsti:ute for the origina! bil!, no vote 
had yet been taken, toa selectcummitter. They 
desired in this manner to perfec’ the details of the 
system, and to present it, in one uniform bill, to the 
Senate and the couniry. It wasat this stage of the 
proceeding, that the motion for indefinne post- 
ponement had been mate. For his own part, 
he believed that ordinary courtesy to the frends 
of the measure required that they should be 
permitted to amend their bill, and present it to ihe 
Senate in such a form as they preferrel. He 
would not deprive them, by his vote, of this oppor- 
tunity. After they had presented the bill to the 
Senate, in its matared shape, thea, and not till ihen, 
would he consider the question of indefinite post- 
ponement as a test question, and such he believed 
had been the practice of the Senate. 

But higher considerations than mere courtesy 
had brought him to this conclusion. He heid 
strong Opinions against any bankrupt biil, founded 
upon the English system. These opinions he had 
expressed at length, uearly twenty years ago, in 
the other House of Congress. Although his sym- 
pathies were strongly enlisted in favor of the suf- 
fering debtors throughout the United States, still 
his impressions were unfavorable to the bill. He 
should gladly be convinced that he had been wrong. 
The Senate of his own State had passed a _resolu- 
tion, with buta few dissenting voices, in favor of a 
bankrupt bill. It was not an instruction, buta 
strong expression of opinion. Under such cir- 
cumstances, with so many meritorious individuals 
jaterested, he thought it would be both a harsh and 
unjust measure forhim to deny to the friends of 
the bill the opportunity of perfecting its de- 
tails. And this was more especially the 
case, when every person, who had stu- 
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died the subjeet, must acknowledge that the 
deiails of any bankrupt bill essentiaily entered into 
i's merits. He himself was not opposed to adopt- 
ing the principle of releasing honest insolvent debt- 
ors, who had surreadered all their property to their 
creditors, provided such a law could be framed by 
Congress as would not introduce evils in practice 
to the commanily which would more than countei- 
balance all the good proposed to be accomplished. 
He was, therefore, entirely willing to recommit 
the subject to a select commitiee of its peculiar 
fiiends. 

It was highly probable that no bankrept bill 
would become a law at the present session. Let its 
friends, therefore, place the subject in its best form. 
Let them in this manner present a distinct issue 
before the people of the country. He himself 
would obey the voice of public opinion in his owa 
State, expressed in the constitutional manner. 
Should he not be instructed, at the present session, 
by the authority which he felt himself bound to 
obey, it was his strong impression that he should, 
acting upon his own respoasibility, vote against the 
measure, in any form in which it would probably 
be presenied by the committee. Still, he was wil- 
‘ing to give its friends every fair opportunity of of- 
fering it to the public in the form which they might 
deem the most perfect. 

Mr. ALLEN said that the object of his former 
remarks had been attained. He desired that gen- 
tlemen, in giving their votes on this question, should 
not be placed in a false position. Tney had ac- 
cordingly explained their views in the voles they 
were about to give, and this was the object he had 
in view when he was up before. He would him- 
self most cheerfully vote for the indefinite post- 
ponement of the whole matter. 

Mr. SEVIER and Mr. LINN expressed their 
views on the whole question somewhat at length, 
(a report of which wil be given hereaiter,) and 
ihe question being taken, the motion to postpone 
invefinitely was lost—ayes 16, noes 28, as fel- 
lows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Calhoun, Fulton, Grandy, Hubbard, Lina, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
and Tappan—16. 

NAYS—Mes:rs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentacky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Dixon, Huntington, King, Knight, Lump- 
kin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phe!ps, 
Porter, Smith of inliana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—23. 

On motion cf Mr. CRITTENDEN, the whole 
subject was then referred to a select committee of 
seven, to be selected by the Cratra, and the follow- 
ing Senators were appointed said committee: 

Messrs. CritrenpEen, Crayton, Waker, Hun- 
TINGTON, Wittiams, Norvet, and Nicwouas. 

On mo:.on, the Senate thea adjourned to Mon- 
day next. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, June 5, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. P. J. WAGNER, on leave, submitted the 
following resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be 
directed to report to this House, by what authority 
the payment of arrears of military pensions, grant- 
ed since 4:h of March last past, to pensioners and 
widows of the Revolutionary pensioners, under the 
special of 1832, °36, and °38, has been; and is 
withheld by the pension agents in the different 
States. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
Lysander Spooner, containing charges of official 
misconduct against John McLean, one of the 
justices of the Sapreme Court of the United States, 
made a report, concluding with the following reso- 
lutions, which the committee unanimously recom- 
mend to be adopted by the House. 

Resolved, That the charges eahibited against the 
Hon. John McLean, one of the judges of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, by Lysander 
Spooner, a citizen of Massachusetts, in his memo- 
rial presented to the House of Representatives, and 











referred to the Committee on the Judiciary on 4, 
25th of May last, are unfounded; and that he 
confidence of the House in the integrity of 14, 
sail judge, is pot, by reason of such charges, in ay 
degree, cnanged, lessened or impaired. y 

Resolved, That the commitiee be discharged from 
furiher consileration of the said memorial, 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the report wa, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHINN of Louisiana moved the adoption 
of the following resolution, offered by him a shor 
time ago: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General commu. 
nicate to this House, without delay, the time a 
which the postmaster at Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
became a defauiter; the time, number, and amount 
of the various drafss which have been drawn oy 
him, and which he has refused or negiec'ed to pay: 
and particularly the amount now due by said post. 
master to the Government. Also, all tie commy. 
nications which have been written and received jn 
relation to said defalcations, together with all the 
correspondence which has occurred, touc the re. 
moval from office of said posimaster, and of ths 
appointment of a successor to said office. : 

Mr. McKAY said that when, with others, he 
had voted against a suspension of the rales, to ep. 
able the resolution to be receive’, he had done w 
on the ground that it was worded so as to require 
them to admit that the postmaster was a defauiter, 
It assomed that he was in fault. Now he propose] 
to modify the resolution, so as to leaveiit to be as. 
ceitained whether the postmaster at Baton Rouge 
was a defauiter or not. 

After some debate of a conversational cha. 
racier, 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could only 
be received by general consent, 

And the question being on i's reception, objec. 
tion was made, and the resolation was not re. 
ceived. 

Mr. McKAY then moved a suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of offering a resolution og 
the same subject, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Pestmaster General be, and 
he ts bereby, directed to communicate to this House 
without delay, whether the postmaster at Baton 
Rouge be a defaulter or not; and if so, when he 
be ame one—whether any drafis have been drawn 
on him which he has refused or neglected to pay, 
and ‘he time, number, and amonnt thereof. And 
a'so particularly, whether said postmaster be in- 
debted to the Government or not, and the amount 
thereof, and a!l communications to or from the De- 
partment respecting said indebtedness. 

Mr. JOWMES of Virginia wished to know whe- 
ther the motion to suspend was intended te em- 
brace the whole day, or merely the morning 
hour. 

Mr. McKAY replied, the morning hour only. 

The question being on the motion to suspend, 

Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, were—y eas 161 nays 4. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
received. 

Mr. McKAY said he had been all along perfectly 
willing for an investigation; but he objecied to the 
terms of the resolution of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana, inasmuch as it assumed that the posimaster 
was guilty. Ia his epinion it was wrong thus to 
acsume that a man wasa defaulter beforehan'. 
He had also another objection, which was to the 
call upen the Postmaster General for the corte- 
spondence relating to the removal of a postmaster. 
He believed there was no instance in either House 
of Congress where a call had been made upon 
the head of an Executive Department, for coue- 
spondence in relation to the removal of an officer. 
It was a subject which had been very much de- 
bated in both Houses. He referred to a case 
which occurred some years ago in relation to the 
removal of a certain|[postmaster,and when the Senate 
voted distinctly ir reference to this subject, and de- 
cided that they had no right to call on the Postmas- 
ter General for correspondence in relation to the 
removal! of an officer. 

Mr. McK. said hedid not intend to be un- 
derstood as denying that the House, in certain 
extreme cases, might, in the exercise of its inquisi- 
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-s| power, call upox the Postmaster General 
Te ‘ndence. There could be no doubt 
about it. Bat then he was sure the gentleman from 
Louisiana would not pretend that this was a Case 
of that nature. The resolution he now offered 
would elicit all te facts, and would prove satisfac- 

to all. Believing that no benef could arise from 
any furthet debate on the subject, he would con- 
clade by moving the previous question. 

Mr. McKAY moved the previous question; 
which received a second, on count, by—ayes 80, 


noes 77. 

Mr. CHINN here stated that the postmaster ac- 
ynowledged that he was a defaulier, and that he 
had a letter in bis possession in the House in proof 
of that jact. : y 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS inquired of the Cuair 
whether it was in order to move to reconsider the 
yote by which the rules were suspended? if so, he 
made that motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a point or order. 
He contended that it was not in order to make a 
motion intervening the second to the previous 
qaestion and the time that the Craik propounds 
the question ‘Shall the main question be put?” 

The CHAIR cited a case this session, by which 
a motion was entertained intervening the second 
and the propounding of the question “Shall the 
main question be pu'?” The only differeuce be- 
tween that case and the present one was, that, in 
the former case the previous question had not re- 
ceived a second; bution this instance ithad. He 
did not consider, however, that that had made any 
difference. He decided that it was in order to 
make the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE did not believe it was a 
correct decision, and took an appeal. 

The question now being, Shall the opinion of the 
Cnair stand as the judgment of the Hous:? 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demaned the yeas and 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 78, 
nays 85. 

So the decision of the Caair was reversed. 

The question then recurring on the question, 
“Shall the main question be now put?” (which, if 
ordered, would be on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion ) 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays; 
which, having been ordered, were—yeas 94, nays 
80, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, Bynum, Carr, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Dana, 
John Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan. Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, reyes Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffia, Hammond, 
Hand, Joo. Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holleman, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kille, Leadbetter, me Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Ciellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Mason, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikio, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Eiward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, 
Starkwea'her, nrod, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Tamed, Vencerneet, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—%. 

NAYS—Mesars. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, W. B, Camp- 
hell, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Crabb, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Elward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dellet, Elwards, Everett, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green, 
Grinnell, Hall, W. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, 
Hunt, James, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lin 
coln, Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rariden, Ray- 
ner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph 1., Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—S0. 

So the main ques'ion having been ordered to be 
pat, was pat, and the resolution was adopted. 

The morning hour having expired, 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to suspend the rules 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. JAMES demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which having been ordered, were— 
yeas 104, nays 73. 

The motion under the amended rule requiring 
only a majority, the rules were suspended. 

Mr. KEIM asked the general consent to make 
& report from the Committee on the Militia; but ob- 
jection was made to its reception. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. | 
Banks in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the Independent Treasury biil. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky, who was entitled 
to the floor, argued that the bil had been in ope- 
ration, notwithstanding the friends of the bill con- 
tended that it had not—that the measure had not 
been called for by the popular wil!—that it had 
been condemned in 1837, °38, and °39, by the re- 
presentatives of the people, and by the people 
themselves, whenever the question was directly 
presented to them; that it was more expensive than 
the State bank deposive system, or when the Bank 
of the United States was the fiscal agent of the Go. 
vernment—that there was less responsibility to the 


nomical than the above systems. He argued that 
the Independent Treasury bil! would fall still bora, 
and would be inoperative without the Treasury 


Note bill—that that measure would give vitality to | 


it. He also commented on such parts of the 
President’s message as asserted that there 
was a sympathy and connection between the 
Bank of England and the bankirg system 
of this country, and denied the position as- 
sumed in the message. He examined the ques- | 
iion of currency in all its beariogs upon the 
productive industry of the country, and attributed 
all the evils of its derangement to the past policy 
of the administrations ot Jackson and Van Buren; 


and contended that there had been, as there now | 


was, a concerted design, on the part of those Demo- 
cratic Presidents and certain leading men of the 


Democratic party, to break down the bauking sys- || 


tem of the country. In speaking of the objects, 
tendency, and effects of the bank power, he said it 
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Ist. To make out the mileage of members fer 
the present session, in conformity to the mileage 


| allowed and paid to members of the last Congress, 


| and report the same to the Speaker of this House 


wi'hou' delay. 

24. To report a bill establishing a uniform 
method of ascertaining and allowing the mileage of 
the members of fu'ure Congresses. 

Mr. OSBORNE objected. Then 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. OSBORNE said he had no particular inte- 
rest in the question of mileage; but he did not see 


| the chairman of the Committee on Milage in his 


was disgusting to argue that such power was fa- || 


vorable to the aristocracy, or inimical to the inte- 
rests of the mass of the p opis. In speaking of the 
opinions of several statesmen, as connected with 
the positions he assumed in his argument against 
the bill, he said that Washington asver'ed that one 
of the greatest evils in a Democra'ic Government 
was that the people had to fee! before they would 


thiak. They had suffered, said Mr. W. and it || 


would be their own fauit if they did not correct the 
present evils. 

The House took its usual recess at half pasttwo, 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. WHITE resumed his remarks, ia opposi- 
tion to the bill; aud concluded at 7 o'ciock; at 
which time, 

Mr. RAMSEY obtained the flocr; and, on his 
motion, the commiltee rose, and then 

The House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SaturpDay, June 6, 1840. 

Mr. KEIM, from the Committee on the Milit'a, 
to which had been referred on the 2d March, the 
report of the Secretary of War for the re-organi- 
zation of the militia, by leave, made a report on 
that subject. 

Mr. TRIPLETT, from the same committee, on 
leave, reported the views of the minority ot that 
committee in relation to the plan for the re-organi- 
zation of the militia. 

On motion of Mr. KEIM, both of said reports 


were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed; || 


then 

Oa motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, and by ge- 
neral consent, 5,000 extra copies of said reporis 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the Committee on 
the Library, to which had been reported the memo- 
rial of Monsieur Alexandre Vattemare of France, 
in relation to the establishment throughout the 
world, of a system of international exchanges of 
literary works, made a report, accompanied by a 
bill respecting copyrights; which was read twice, 
and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the general consent cf 
the House to offer a resolution; which was read for 
information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the statement made out by the 
Committee on Mileage, and given t> the Sergeant- 
at-Arms of this House, be commitleed to said com- 
mittee, with instractions— 





|| seat, who, he was informed, was prepared to make 
Government in it; that it was less secure and eco- || 


a report on the subject, which was the reason why 
he did object. Afier some further conversation, 
Mr. O. withdrew his objection. 

Mr. CONNOR renewed it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN persisted in his motion to sus- 
pend the rules, and demanded the yeas and nays 
upon it; which having been ordered, were—yeas 
79, nays 38. Noquorum having voted, 

Mr. LEKT said it was an important question, 
and moved a call of the House; which was, how- 
ever, refused, 

Mr. PECK inquired of the Caair whether the 
report alluded to was before the House. 

Yhe CHAIR replied thai it was not, but un- 
derstood it was in the hands of the the Sergeant- 
at-Arms. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Cwarr, if the 
rules were suspended, whether this question woald 
not ride over all other business? 

The CHAIR replied that it would. 

Mr. PETRIKIN thea modified his motion so as 
to suspend ‘he ru‘es for the morning hour only. 

Tue question was again taken on suspending the 
rules, by yeas and nays; and decided in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 102, nays 45. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, being entitled to the floor, 
yielded it to 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Connecticut, chairman of 
the Committee on Mileage, who was now present 
—exp.ained the state of the question before the 
committee—the difficulty they had to encounter to 
agree upon some general pian. They had agreed 
toareport and bill which he was ready to present 
to the House. He would be glad if the instruc- 
tions proposed should be adopted by the House, 
as it would relieve that commitiee of much embar- 
rassment on the points in controversy. He, how- 
ever, believed that the report and bill would satis- 
fy all present. 

The bili and report were then read to the House 
for information. [The bill so regulates the charges 
as torestrict the pay to the most direct route] to 
take effect after the 26th Congress. 

Mr. W. then spoke of the want of uniformity 
in charges under the existing law—that there was 
great inequality. He thought that, when the com- 
mittee again met, it would be able to arrange all 
the difficulties that seemed to be presented in the 
matter, and that if the bill passed, there would be 
no difficulty hereafter, or cause of complaint. 

~-Mr. PETRIKIN modified his resolution, by 
withdrawing the second instruction to the commit- 
tee. He said he did not wish to consume the time 
of the House by debating the proposition—he did 
not think any argument necessary, and therefore 
moved the previons question. 

Mr. LEET appealed to Mr. Perrixin to with- 
draw the motion for the previous question; but he 
refused. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. REED demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion; whieh, having been ordered, were—yeas 
96, nays 78. 

So it was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BLACK asked a suspension of the rules for 
two hours, to enable him to offer the following reso- 
lation, and to have the same considered, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the sub- 
ject, and that each and every member of this 
House shall fornish, upon his own responsibility, 
to the Sergeant-al-Arms, the distance from W. 
ington to his residence, by the most usual route of 





I 


public travel; according to which stavement his 
mileage shall be charged, and that sa} id statement 
of mileage shail be published in the journal of the 
House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee gave notice 
that if the rules were suspended, he would move 
the following as a substitute: 

“That the Committee on Mileage be instructed to 
report a bill prescribing that the mileage allowed 
te members of Congress shall be computed upon 
the nearest mail route from their residences to the 
seat of Government; and that said committee be 
instructed to report to the Sergeant-ai-Arms the 
mileage of the members thereof, to be compured 
upon the nearest mail rouie from their residences 
to the seat of Government. 

Mr. JAMESON gave notice that he would pro- 
pose the following as an amendment, viz: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be 
authorized, if sa'isfied of any mistake they may 
have made in the calculation of the mileage of any 
member, to correct the same. 

The question being on suspending the roles, for 
the reception of the resolution of Mr. Buack, 

Mr. CROSS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which, baving been ordered, were— 
yeas 53, nays 94 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Some conversation here iook place between Mr. 
WILLIAMS of Connecticut and Mr.ALFORD, as 
to the p wer of the commitice over the subject. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked that the rales might be 
suspended to receive the bill and report, that the 
same might be printed. 

Mr. REED demanded the yeas and pays on the 
motion; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 
107, nays 48. 

So the rules having been suspended, 

The bill and report were received. 

The bill was read the second time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee moved so to 
emend it that the law take effsct immediately afier 
its passage. 

Oa motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill was 
commitied, and the bill and report were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut moved to post- 
pone the further consideration of the bill till Tues- 
day next, aud that it be made the special order for 
one hour on that day. 

The yeas and nays having been called for, and 
ordered on that motion, were—yeas ¢9, nays 47— 
not being two-thirds, the motion was lost. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to suspend the 
rules, so that the House resolve itself into a Com- 
mitiee ef ihe Whole on the siate of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution of Mr. McKay was adopted 
on yesterday, calling on the Postmaster General for 
information in relation to the alleged defalcation 
of the postmaster at Baton Rouge, with the view of 
submit'ing a resolution authorizing the Postmaster 
General to secure all the correspondence between 
himself and ail the postmasters, and deposite the 
same in the fire proof vaults of the Treasury buiid- 
ing; that such correspondence may not again be 
desiroyed by fire. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to offer it. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order, there be- 
ing already one motion to suspend the rules pend- 
ing. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and agreed to. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication from the President of the 
United States, viz: 


To the House of Representatives: 


I herewith submit a report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, showing the progress made in com- 
pying with the requirements of a resolution, passed 

ebruary 6, 1839, concerning the mineral lands of 
the United States. The documents he communi- 
cates contain much important information on the 
subject of these lands; and a plan for the sale of 
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them+is in a course of preparation, and will be 
presented as soon as compieted. 
M. VAN BUREN. 





June 4*b, 1840 

Oa motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, referred to 
the Commitiee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. STEWART of Illinois moved that five 
thousand exira copies be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved that ten thousand 
addi'ional copies be printed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected, and the mo- 
tion accordingly lies over one day under the role. 

The bill on the Speaker’s table, entitled an act 
concerning prisoners of the United ‘States commit- 
ted to the jail of the county of Providence, in 
Rhode Island, was read twice, and by special order 
the third time, and passed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the Independent Trea- 
sury bill. 


Mr. RAMSEY being entitled to the floor, spoke | 


at some length in favor of the bill, and in ‘confat- 


ing the sophistical arguments wh: cl vhad been urged | 


in support of the paper system. He tooka review 
of those couatries in which the banking system had 
been for ages unknown, and showed from histori- 
cal facts that a fluctuaiing paper currency was not, 
as had been contended, essential to the prosperity 
of anation. He had not proceeded far, when 

The hour for tak.ng the usual recess having ar- 
rived, 

Tne committee rose, and the Speaker resumed 
the chair for the purpose of anaouncing that fact, 
when 

Mr. STANLY moved to adjourn; on whch mo- 
tion the yeas and nays were ordcre od. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE wished, before the motion 
was put, to have read, for information, a resola- 
lion proposing an alteration in the daily hour of 
meeiing to 10 o’clock, a. m. 

The :csolution having been read, 

Mr. D. wished io submit it, but objection beiag 
made, and the motion ‘o adjourn insisted upon, 

Mr. D. inquired of the Cuatr whether, after the 
hour of recess bad arrived, the motion to adjourn 
could be received. 

The SPEAKER replied, it could only be re- 
ceived by general consent. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then said he wou'd object 
to it, and insist upon the recess; which was taken 
accordingly. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair, the question 
perding on the motion ef Mr. Sranty to adjourn, 
and on which motion the yeas and nays had been 
ordered. 

Afier some debate of a desultory character, the 
question was taken on the motion to adjourn, and 
resulted as fo'lows: yeas 7, nays 27. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HOLMES then moved that the House again 
resolve itself into Commitiee of the Whole on the 
Independent Treasury biil. 

Mr. ADAMS and others objected, on the ground 
that there was no quorum present. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House, 
but it was not ordered. 

The motion that the House go again into com- 
mittee was then renewed. 


Mr. ADAMS objected, as there was no House 
present. 

The motion to adjourn was then renewed, and 
on being put, was again rejected—yeas 29, nays 
48. 

Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House. 
Mr. JAMESON, on that motion, demanded the 
yeas and nays; W hich being ordered, were—yeas 
49, nays 37. So the call was ordered, and pro- 
ceeded in until 95 members answered to their 

names. 

The motion to adjourn was then renewed, and 
decided by veas and nays as follows: yeas 46, nays 
44. Soat 5, p.m 

The House adjourned, 





Testi be tee? nce a eee SENATE, 
Monpay, June 8, ‘1840. 

The CHAIR presen'ed a report from the Seer. 
tary of War, trausmitiing documents in relation 9 
the proce dings for the recovery of the Peapateh 
island; which was laid on the table, and ordereg o 
be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of the 
underwriters of the city of New Orleans, remo. 
strating against the repeal! of the pilot laws of 1837. 
which was referred to the Commitiee on Commerce 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi Mance, 
to which was refe irred the bill from the House ty 
ensure the more faithful execution of the laws re. 
lating to the collection of duties on imports, report. 
ed the same with various amendments. The bill, 
as proposed to be amended, was ordered to be 
printed; and Mr. W. said that he was insiructed by 
the committee to give notice that he would ask for js 
consideration at the earliest day it would be conve. 
nient after the bill was printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bills from the 
House, 

For the relief of John Roberts; and 

For the relief of William J. Roberts, 
liam Detherage; 
made unfavorable reports thereon; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pa. 
tents, to which was refeired the bill for the relief of 
John W. Faunce and Oliver Perrin, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr PIERCE, from the committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the bills from the House 

For ihe relief of Ann Bloomfield; and 

For the relief of Michael Seitzinger; 
made unfavorable reports thereon, which were or- 
dered to be frinted. 

The bill making provisions for the payment of 
pensions to the executors and administrators of de- 
cea-ed pensioners in certain cases, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The biil for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Philip Barbour, deceased, was read a third time, 

and passed—ayes 24, noes 20. 

Toe bill for the relief ef General Duncan L. 
Clinch was taken up as in committee of the whole, 
and the question being on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Committee on Claims, it was agreed 
to—aves 21, noes 17; and the bill was thea or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. ROANE moved that there be printed for the 
use of the Senate, ten thousand extra copies of the 
report made by the Committee on the Militia on 
Thursday last; which, at the suggestion of Mr. 
NorveE.LL, he modified so as to make it twenty 
theusand. 

On this motion a long and animated debate took 
place, in which Messrs. ROANE, CLAY of Ala- 
bama, PRESTON, WEBSTER, KING, and 
WALKER, participated; when its fuither conside- 
ration was postponed until Wednesday. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved that the letter of 
Mr. Poinsett, containing his projet for organizing 
and disciplining the militia, be printed; which, at the 
suggestion of Mr. Watxker, was modified by in- 
cluding the letter of Mr. Poinsett to the chairman 
of the Commiitee on the Militia. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then proposed to amend 
by including the reports made by Gen. Harrison, 
on the same subject, while he was chairman ofthe 
Committee on the Militia, in the year 1817, 1818, 
and 1819 


This was opposed, asan amendment, by Messrs. 
WEBSTER and PRESTON, but Mr. Cray in- 
sisting On it, and asking the yeas and nays, Mr. 
WEBSTER withdrew his opposition, 

The amendment was then agreed to, and the 
resolatioa, as amended, adopted. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


and Wi. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 8, 1840. 
This being the day set apart by the rules for the 
Teception of petitions, 
Mr. J. W. JONES moved that the rules be sus 
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